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Vietnam Surprise
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he odds are rising thal somewhere in the Qct. 1822 ©  F

span President Nixon will spring a Vietriam war announce-
ment which may-dash altogether Sen. George McGovern's
now faintly building -hopes. - High
move wili have a hard,/convine
a tone of vapgue prof

I the: plaf.con

guae R

: «.m‘Lle gy

W

See KPFA News Headlines, 26 Oct 72, this file.

POWs

1 ~. | /9.5 million votes.

The planned [Nixon coup does not reflect fear in the
White House and other GOP circles that McGovern is
seriously closing the wide gap most public and private
polls show still exists between the two presidential nomi-

nees. The President has something else in mind. Says a

knowledgement Republican analyst:

klin D. Roopsevelt's 60.8 per cent in 1936 may be too
a g pite today’s one-sided polls putting Nixon
at W “,.deepl satisfying to the President would
e to surpass the landslide margins run up in 1952 and
56 by national hero Dwight D. Eisenhower on the Repub-

lican ticket. Tke’s well-remembered best showing, in 1956,

gave him 57 per cent n}f the voté and a winning margin of
rats” early season jibes at Nixorn as a man
# .0 fades under campaign pressures and nearly blows it
probably werel a strategic mistake. They have only
heightened his [determination to apply a crusher to Mc-
Govern-in what will, of course, be the President’s last
election campalgn of his lifetime. _
con clearly relishes his unique chance to command
1w polifical situation. Only a president, obviously,
! opportunity.
i course, is the one who really needs the
ewest nationwide telephone survey of the
ample testimony that he is a little better
an a month ago, but that few think he can
> race unless he ‘‘gets a big break” or
50 far, nothing like this has happened.
. M. Nixon doesn’t mind too much McGov-
s that he is “*in hiding.”” Yes, the President
n fight. But it’s also nice to sit there, waiting,
d ¢n a nice fat surprise package.
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