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WASHINGTON — Every day,wcoded

* messages flood into Washington from our

- embassies, military commands and intelli-
gence outposts all over the world. The most
urgent telegrams are funneled into Henry

. Kissinger’s command post in the White

House. Digests of overnight mtelhgence re-

~ ports are delivered each morning to Presi-

.+ dent Nixon.

From sources with access to this intelli-

- gence'flow, here are some recent highlights:

“New Offensive? — Privately, Henry Kis-
«singer. is optimistic about the prospects of a
scease-fire in Vietnam. Yet mtercepted mes-
~(,;sages Indicate that North Vietnam is prepar-
ing. for a renewed offensive. Our military
intelligence has found no trace, however,
that Russia has replaced the tanks and artil-
lery the North Vietnamese lost in their
spring offensive. They were able last spring

. to sneak heavy hardware into South Vietnam

virtually undetected. But the best available
intelligence suggests that both Russia and
‘China have cut back military shipments to
North Vietnam. Hanoi’s military prepara-

* tions, therefore, may be for a limited attack

upon a pohncal target, perhaps even Saigon

. itself. But no one really knows whether the
- guns will be silenced or booming when the

voters go to the polls on Nov. 7.

Soft on Thieu — Hanoi may be softening. .

,slightly on its arch enemy, President Thieu.
In the secret truce talks, North Vietnam’s
Le Duc Tho has emphasxzed that the Saigon
regime must be dismantled and replaced by
a tripartite government dominated by nei-
ther side. But he has indicated that Saigon
can choose anyone it wishes to the new
government. That neither side should have a
veto over the other’s. appou"tments “The im-
plication is that Hanoi would notobject if

a.tgon appointed the hated Thieu as a mem-
-of the tripartite government,
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