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SAIGON — (CDN) —

Yesterday § controversial -

U.S. air. raid on Hanoi
was the result of a top
secret order allowing: the
U.S. .Command to bomb

preyiously off- hmlt tal--

gets.

The or der, which  origi-

nated with the Joint Clnefs
of Staff, was quickly modi-
fied today — two weeks after
it was approved — and new
restrictions were imposed on
the Hanoi region.

Permission to escalate the
bombing was passed on to
the U.S. commander in Viet-
nam;: Gen. Frederick C.
Weyand and his deputy; Air
Force Gen. John Vogt.

Informants said such a
move must have had the ap-
pr oval of President Nixon.

The iwo commanders

were authorized to seléet
.targets from an enlarged list

and to send B-52s deeper
into North Vietnam than at
any time since last April,
sources said. ;

The rail yard that planes
were attacking yesterday
when the French diplomatic
mission was hit was one of
the newly approved targets.
It had been off limits {o U.S.
pilot§- since the bombmg was
resumed last April 6.

Sources refused to specu
late. whether the’ expanded
bortbing was designed to in-
credse pressure on “the

- North Vietnamese at the
Paris peace talks or because
new . intelligence disclosed
that: abundant ' supplies -are
still getting into Hanoi’s lo-
gistics system despife the

-~

six-month bombing ¢am-
paign'and naval blockade, of
North Vietnanese ports. _-

The Gia Lam railroad
vard on the outskirts of Ha-
noi was one of the first new
targets. It was attacked by
18 Navy Jjets from the car-
rier. Midway.

Th'e “French diplomaiic
mission in downtown Hanoi
— about three -miles.from

) Gia Lam — was destroyed
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and the French delegate
general was seriously in-
jured. Up to seven persons
were reported killed, includ-
ing at least two Vietnamese
employes of the mission.
Several other buildings
within four blocks of the
French mission were dam-
aged, including the Algerian
embassy and the Indian mis-

- sion.

Although U .S. officials
have apologized. they do not
acknowledge that U.S.
bombs were definitely the
cause. They said the dam-
age might have been the re-
sult of North Vietnamese
surface to air missiles im-
pacting on downtown Hanoi
after missing American jets. -

Checking

But one official added:

“This still does not mean
that we can positively saylt
couldn’t have been ore of
our hombs. We are checking
further.”

(A Canadian TV corre-
spondent in Hanoi, Michael
Maclear, said he saw at
least three jets make repeat-
ed dives over the heart of
Hanoi at the lunch hour.

(*'I counted at least a doz-
en sorties By jets,” he re-
ported, “and watched as
one, defying heavy anti-
aircraft fire, dived verv low,
dropping two bombs. There
was no possibility of pilot er-
rov. They were attacking
very low over the center of
the capital.”

{Today Maclear cabled his
TV network that French
Consul  Christian Calvy
showed him fragments

found by his staff amid the

debris.
- Markings
(“He stated . . . that he
believes these are homb

POWs

fragments,” Maclear said in
his cable, “but the French
are now getting expert mili-
tary advice.”

Nixon’s Regrets
Sent to Paris-

PARIS — (AP) — Presi-
dent Nixon has |sent a per-
sonal message to President
Georges Pompidou express-
ing regret for the bomb
damage at the French gen-
eral delegation headquarters
in Hanoi, the Elysee Palace
announced today.

There was no further indi-
cation of the content of the
message.

the frag-
ed “MMM,

(Maclear said
ments are mark

~ three zeroes, DDD, then ob-

literated then 000
RRR.”
(“Virtually mno diplomats
hére believe the stray mis-
sile theory,” Maclear said.)
- Informants said six SAMs
were fired during the raids.
All missed their|targets and

initials,

the Navy said| no - planes
‘were lost.
Russ-Built

The Navy also said in a’

statement today, that it had
“no reports of bombs being
off'the target.”
Russian-built SAMs have
devices to explode them in
flight after they miss their
targets. However U.S. pilots
have reported in the past
seeing the telephone-pole
size missiles impacting on
the ground after missing.
The Navy said its planes |
hitting the rail yard and rail
repair depot dropped 500
and 1000 pound bombs,
touching off 161arge and nu-
merous medium-sized explo- |
sions. They also reported
threg large sustained fires.
The ﬂames and explosions
generally 1nd1cate the planes
hit ammunition and fuel sup-
plies.
The raiding planes, ac-
cording to the Navy, had to

dodge héavy anti-aireraft
fire including SAMs.
Because of its| size and
military importance, U.S.
commanders here have been
recommending hitting the
rail yard for several months
b_ut until recently never got
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the approval of the Joint
Chiefs and the White House,
informants said.

The first of the 1solated at-
tacks apparently began last
weekend when B-52 bombers
made their deepest attacks
in Nerth Vietnamese territo-

ry in six months, to hit sup- -

ply depots and storage yards
in Vinh.

Located on the coast mid-
way between the Demilita-
rized Zone and Hanoi, Vinh
is the key city in North Viet-

nam’s Ho Chi Minh trail.

supply network. Virtually all
supplies for North Vietnam-
ese troops in South Vietnam
and  Cambodia
through there.
Dong Hoi
In an effort to conceal the
expanded raids the U.S.
command initially reported
the targets as being between
90 and 110 miles from Dong
Hoi, just above the DM.
However, a few days ago
they acknowledged the raids
were in the Vinh area.
Informants refused to say

- what other previously off

limit targets the U.S. Com-
mand is now authorized to
h1t or has already bombed.

Generallv, the city of Ha-
noi and most of its outskirts
were no-bomh zones as was
a 25-mile wide buffer along
the Chinese-North Vietnam
border, which has been used
to stockpile war supplies

funnel

since the bombing campaign -

began April 6.

Meanwhile other sources
reported that all or most of
the pilots who took part in

the raid were grounded-to- :
day to undergo intensive -
questioning by Navy mtelh- _

gence teams.
Frustrated

+ Informants also said’the
\US Command was being
“frustrated’” in its own in-
vestigation of the incident
by the Navy’'s Pacific Com-
ymand based in Hawaii.
“There has bheen consider-
able delay in getting infor-
mation we feel is vital.”’ one
source said. Another said
“Irustrated” was “too mild
a word.”
The jets were under the
Pacific Command. and as a
result the Navy has had first

access to all reports and re- .

con photos.

A similar incident oc-



curred last April after Navy
planes mistakenly hit a U.S. |
ship in the Gulf of Tonkin
with missiles.

The Command first
learned of that accident .

from civilian newsmen in
Saigon; it was days before
the Navy provided complete ;
information to military au- |
thorities here.

FRENCH LEGATION CHIEF TREATED IN HANC!

Pierre Susini, reportedly injured in U.S. air raid
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