r‘J

miner

L.A

Page 12—S.7 Examiner #rik Wed,, Oct. 1, 1972

Ajr Strikes, Talks

To Continue- -Laird

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Defense Secretary Melvin
Laird conceded today that
American bombs may have
struck the French diplomatic
mission in Hanoi but said
U.S. air strikes against
North Vietnam will continue
even as private peace talks
go on in Paris.

On the basis of prelimi-
nary reports, Laird said, he
couldn’t state positively
whether the damage was
caused by a faully bomb

drop or by North Vietnam-

ese anti-aircraft weapons
falling back on the city.

 Asked at a news confer-
ence ifrhe thouht it wise fo
bomb close to Hanoi while
peace talks were in a deli-
cate stage, he replied:

“We w111 continue the use
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of airpower during this peri-

od. The President has stated
this on several occasions
and we will continue to
strike military targets in
North Vietnam.”
‘Military Targets’
* Laird declared, as he has
on several occasions, that
the U.S. planes strike at
only military targets and not
at “downtown Hanoi.”

The French delegation is
housed in a group of five
buildings in the center of the
city.

Today’s targets, he noted,
included a railroad marshal-
ing yard and trans-shipment
point three miles from the
French Legation. He called
them ‘‘significant military
targets.”

Secretary of State William
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Rogers cabled French For-
eign Minister Maurice ‘Schu-
mann ‘“‘my most sincere per-
sonal regrets for the injury”
to the French delegate”gen-
eral at Hanoi, Pierre Susini.

Algeria Protest

State Department spokes-
man Robert J. McCloskey
said also that Algeria pro-
tested that its missioninHa-
noi was damaged, too. He
caid the U.S. government
does not yet know what
damage might have|oc-
curred to the Algerian mis-
sion.

At the White House, press
secretary Ronald Ziegler
said information now availa-
ble does not establish that it
was an American bomb
which caused the damage
and injuries.

Responding to questions,
Ziegler said he was |not
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aware oI any communica-
tion between French Presi-
dent Georges: Pompidou and
President Nixon on the inci-
dent but said the President
has been receiving informa-
tion from the National Secu-
rity Council and other U.S.
sources. :
Not in Talks:..
Ziegler said the bombing
was not involved in Henry
Kissinger’s surprise exten-
sion of his stay in Paris,
where he is meeting secretly

‘with North Vletnamese offi-

cials. »

He also said the bomblng
was not a subject of discus-
sion when Kissinger con-
ferred yesterday with Schu-
mann. According to availa-

~ ble information, the incident

had not occurred at the
time.

Ziegler refused to discuss
specific weapons carried
aboard the U.S. planes but
ruled, out so-called = smart
bombs which are noted for
their accuracy. These weap-
ons are guided to.their tar-
gets elther by laser beams
or televised images.




