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WASHINGTON, Oct._ 5-—
President Nixon said today that

North Vietnamese, presumably
through Henry A. Kissinger's
private talks, that it would be
in Hanoi’s best interests to
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Spectal ta The New York Times i
mined never to Impose “a Com-
munist government directly or|
he was trying to convince the indirectly on the people of Viet-
nam,” Senator McGovern had
taken a “contrary” position,

But he left little doubt that

hie has been trying to tell the

reach a settlement of the war
before the election, rather than
wait for the possibility of a

News conference transcript

is printed on Page 28. %

McGovern victory.

At a news conference in his

Oval Office this morning, Mr.
Nixon said the talks had reached
a  “sensitive” stage. But,
though his manner seemed gen-
erally optimistic, he refused to

" reveal any more than he has
before about the substance of
those talks. [Question. 3, Page
28.] L

He conceded, even charged,

ifavorable settlement ‘terms if
Senator, George S. McGovern,
the Democratic Presidential
candidate was elected - in.. No-
vember. He said thdt while
he, as President, had deter-

the North Vietnamese and the
Viet  Cong that they would be
wise to count on-a Nixon vie-
tory.

ry
“We are talking,” he said in

reference to the negotiations.
“If we have the opportunity,
we will continue to talk before
this election and we will try
to convince them that waiting
until after the election is not
good strategy.” [Question 4.]

that Hanoi would receive more| - )

Mr. Nixon also said, as he

has before, that the impending
elections “will not in any way
influence what ‘'we do ‘at the|
megotiating :‘table.”. His basic|
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bjective, he insisted, was and
;’till is a non-Communist Viet-
am and ,he is therefore:de-
rmined not to sacrifice that
objective to the potential po-

ombing halt, or an over-all
ttlement.

Drawing on recent history to
einforce his point, he said the
ombing halt arranged by Pres-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson before
he 1968 elections had been a
very, very great mistake” be-
ause it had failed to win
quivalent concessions from
anoi. He insisted that he
rould “not make that mistake”
gain.

Mr. Nixon described the
resent negotiations as “exten-
ve” but said he could not
redict if or when they would
ucceed.

His comments came about 12
ours after his deputy national
scurity  aide  Maj.  Gen.
lexander M. Haig Jr., re-
turned. from four days of con-
sultations with South Viet-
namese leaders in Saigon. And
they followed by about|"
one week two days of private
negotiations between Mr. Kis-
si
aq
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inger, the President’s security
iviser, and North Vietnamese
nd Vietcong officials in Paris.
In response to another ques-
tion, the President asserted that|.
“the back of the enemy offen-|
sive” had been broken in South
etnam, in part because of his
decision to renew the bombing
North Vietnam and to mine

North  Vietnamese harbors.
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