Husbands Still Held SEP 30 1972

Two POW Wives
Back U.S. Action

SFChronicle

Two Bay Area wives of
American prisoners of
war said here yesterday
that they believe the mili-
tary acted correctly in
taking the three released
POWs to military hospi-
tals.

“Absolutely,” said Mrs.
Richard Stratton, of Palo
Alto, whose husband, a
Navy commander, has been
a POW since January, 1867.

“When thexlast three were
released three years ago, I
knew almost as soon asthey
reached New York what my
husband’s condition was.
They (the military) called
me at home.”

Mrs. William Butler, of
San Rafael, whose husband,
an Air Force captain was
captured in November, 1967,
added, “That's how 1
learned my husbhand was
alive, when they called me."

CONFERENCE

The women, members of
the National League of Fam-
ilies, made their comments
at a crowded press confer-
ence.

Mrs. Stratton compared
the receipt of information
ghout her husband three
years ago with the recent re-
lease, saying:

“Can you imagine how the
families feel, watching this
charade day by day, and
wondering how much infor-
mation about the other pris-
oners is slipping out of their
minds?"

Mrs. Butler said past ex-
periences with released
POWs shows “‘information
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about the camps, escapes
their minds very gquiekly,
once they get to the outside
world, so the quicker they
can be de-hriefed, the better
for the rest of us.”

COMMITTEE

The women characterized
the Committee of Liaison,
the anti-war group that ac-
companied the three POWs
back to this country, as “‘a
tool of the North Vietnam-
ese,” and not responsible for
the release of the prisaners
at all.

They added, in a state-
ment:

“The last three POWs re-
laased elected to expose the
true conditions of their con-
finement."”

Mrs. Stratton said those
prisoners talked with their
comrades, among them' her
husband, and said, “My hus-
band told them to go ahead
and tell the true conditions.
If we get tortured for it, at
least this time we'll know
why we're being tortured.”

RELEASE

The women noted, *“‘This
release comes right before
our election.

“Hanol says it is a gesture
of good will; however, the
time and method of this re-
lease indicate to us some-
thing more than good will.

“. . . North Vietnam must
not he allowed to think she
fools us by such tokenism.
We will continue to ask about
the condition of the rest of
the POWs and for informa-
tion about the missing.”
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