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trated a Pentagon plan for the
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Vietnam’s release of

gradual and cautious ‘retur.of

the captives to their families,

The plan—known as Opera-

tion Egress Recap-~was drawn

up .in anticipation of the nego-
tiated large-scale release of

American prisonhers, rather than
the arbitrary delivery i of s
small number directly to their

families through the intermedi-

ary of antiwar groups.

- It evolved from a crash
program of research and inters
begun six months ago

ogists - at : the -Deferge
Department’s” Centér for Pris-

oner of War Studies+here.

Prepared for the Worst -
The project is part of the

Navy’s ‘neutopsychiatric. re-
search center, which occupies
an old World :War I struc-

ture overlosking the Pacific at
and which’ - js

Arthur, 46, ‘who mefgzt,'()’,‘“thé
Navy from Harvard  Medical

In direct. charge. of “ihe]

My who . explai;uima} that
ere was no way of knowing
in what "condition the liberated
: ey, were
returned -*biit we’re . preparing
for the workt and hope that
things will turn.out to be con-
siderably better.” TR
The center’s computer-con- |
trolled megory banks, .accord-{
dpfain. Arthur, is al:
ready the: world’s largest : re-
pository 8¥-P.O.W: research. It
includes the experience of other

timate details about each of the
Pentagon as prisoners of ‘war]
§ goal is what has been

called, the “slow’ decauipres-
sion” “of . the - released ' ‘men.

By delaying family _reunions
and  emotidnal éncountérs—or

even any requirement for the
simplest acts of, decision-mak-
ng<-it is hoped to provide the
isolation meeded for.effective]
and . ological

k-

AStay in Hospital
Released priggnérs requiring
et fBy 'Woulfg‘eﬁéld
for perhaps: & month, longer
in some cages; aboard hospital
ships at sea or in military. hos-
pitals in Guam, the Philippines]

fer to hospitals and rehabilita-
tion centers mear their homes

would allow for am-

same..-procedire

Much the -

have  ‘lasted’ “eight - years or

longer. Theidea:is to ease the
shock ‘of‘-wf aj sudden: and be-

wildering-“réturn * to: freedom/|:

and family, .- .-

Many of. the prisdners,x‘al--‘}

though appenring to be phys-
ically fit, are believed by, the
center's staff to be. suffering
from. aguté . ‘“concentration
camp syndrome” ‘with  its
symptomg’ of fatigue; -anxiety,
suspicion,:»: £aulty.” ‘memory,
timidity and loss:of initiative.
Since tHe- North' Vietnamese
Government first announced its
intention to -release the three
American pilots  who _arrived
back in the Unhited Sttes tast
night by wa
Moscow, thei
ment has refused to give
information about Operation
Egress Recap, .. .

. o "

“I am no longen permitted to
say anthing about the matter,”
said Captain ‘Anthur,

s, involved in the
ver, it ‘wag learned
efuisal of Nerth: Viet.
n s elease the thtee men

n..a . fprmal Joverniment-to
govennment basis, and-its warn
ings “that “any -“interference”
with the men by United States
military authorities could jeop-
ardize further releases, have
caused the Pentagon to ‘order
a re-evaluation of the entire

D mayxbecome in-
if Hanot“sontinites to
: prisoners in small
;l,:roups into the custody of mem-

ers .of the Committee of Liai-
sori, the antiwar group that was
asked by the North Vietnamese
{to"'escort home - thie: three -re-
leﬁed pilots this, week.

Many prisoriers” wives, who
ain"“}ungthggn’cexvieWS with the
rcenter’s staff had previously
‘been won“over to the idea of

gradual rehabilitatign, may now
Insist that their ht®bands also
be, returned directly to them

once they are refeased. Sorie
wives may tum to the Com-

mittea of Liaison for direct
action, .
“It..is impoftant,” waid a

Navy, doctor, “for_the wives
to realize that the three pilots
who came back this week in
good “physical condition and
seemingly without emotional

‘{their propaganda value,”

|against United States military
| “interferencs’ swith the, return-
|ty %r;some!‘ ers be completely ‘ig-
'n eY .

Jvolves : ‘extensive - interviews,
‘|With " returning  pri _
{probetheir emotiorial problems

TR ey —

handpicked for release, for

Nar:. can Hanoi's warnings

;o Opel'aﬁon Egress “§W..=in-f

ing- prisoners - to

and learn as much as possible
about the condition of men still
in enemy hands. It also involve
according to one source here,
debriefings to- “put in proper
balance” Communist accounts

tngin the,

] 2 w
these:, procedures, the
Defenge Department would like-
Iy be acéused of sabotaging the
further release of American
prisoners.

Other P.O.W.’s Interviewed "

. The Center for' Prisoner of

in detail nine other' ricans]

;three pilots releasgd this year

tion, an official explained.

previously released by the Viet-
namese, in ‘1968 and.1969. The

are expected to beinterviewed
by the ‘center’s staff -in the
same manner, R

One expected- problem is. the

hostility ~probably - héld by|-

many ‘men still “in ‘captivity
toward companions * who re-
ceived better treatment for one
reason ‘or another. and: were,
released, The ending' of ; thjs
hostility: will be essentiaf to-the
men’s recovery and rehabilita-|

The manner of returning the
prisoners ' has been debated
within the Administration  for

of the'‘'extent, of ahtiwar feel- T

War Studies has.interyiewed | q

Center for Prisoner of War
Studies was. set up originally
as a small independept: Navy
project at a time whe" the
Pentagon .envisaged' ths |quick-
est possible return of the:.men
vfo th(iir Jagnilies once their re-
lease had been-aypgnged, -
..-The Adr Force; in Fa?(:t.' at one
time had ‘plans-for a huge air-
lift 'to"return the mento their
homes, and where necessary to
nearby hospitals, within 72
hours  of their release. . . ..

The Center for Prisoner of
. War  Studies, supportéd . by
medical men and ‘psycholagists;.
thallenged the ‘wisdom;me and
he. humanity-ofsuch i ¥wift
homeconings. They-argfied that
a: precipitous transition
prison cell ‘to;family coi#’n
defrpifie the 8vérage P.O'W:
chapdes of rehabilitation.

Ag the controversy widened,
the Defense. Depariment -last
March enlarged ‘the staff.of-she

Navy's center here and direct-

red it "to ~produce 'a plan ;for
repatriation .dealing w 6%}«9
problems to be. faced ‘ot only
with the ‘released‘membﬂﬁm,tz
their families as well. Assistant|
Secretary of Defense “{rr Wik
ren Nutter assumed’
direction. T ey
Much of the work of ‘Opera-
tion Egress' Recap ‘has 'inV8lVed |
‘medsures: for dealing withiothe
emotional scars. of - imprison-
ment, some of which -ars"diffi-
cult to detect.-As the-rosearch|
progressed and prisoners’ wives
were ‘interviewed, it -became
evident that group therapy in-
volving wives, children and
other family -members_ would
often be needed to restore nor-

more than two years. The

scars may not be at all typical
of the great majority of thel
prisoners. ' Thesé ‘men were

mal family relationships. =

A number of prisongrs’ wives
have obtained divorces of which
the husbands may not yet be
aware. Other wives have indi-
cated ¢hat they are only await-
ing their husband’s return to
_break the mews that they want
a divorce, There are children
who no longer remeémber their
father.

Lieut. Comdr. Everett Alva-:
rez, a Navy pilot who has been|
a prisoner of war longer than
any other American in any war
—more than eight years—may
not yet be aware that his wife
Tangee. divorced him earlier
this year. His parents have writ
ten to him about the divorce
but some of their letters have
not reached him and in the
six. letters they have had.from
thim he has not mentioned the
break-up of his marriage.




