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Freed Pilbts Begin Tests and Are Visite

« Ot

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
The three American pilots
freed by North Vietnam began
intensive medical checkups and
debriefings yesterday while the'
mother gﬁ o‘nt% of t}lli?:arrn;n com-
lained that the mi ’s reac-
‘gionrt_o‘,his return “really didn’t
seem like a hero’s welcome.”
But Mrs. Mitinie Lee Gartley,
who- had engaged -in. an emo-
tional shouting ‘match over the
military’s. plans to immedlately‘
‘hospitalize her son; told news-
men that she had become rec-
onciled to her son’s stay in St.
Albans Naval Hospital in|
ueens. :
¢ “What's . transpired 'ha;s
transpired,” she ‘said. “T!_xere’ s
no need for further discussion.
Her son, Lieut. (j.g.) Mark L.
Gartley of the Navy, and the
other pilots, Maj. Edward K.
-Elias. of the Air Force and
Lieut.. (j.g.) Norris A. Charles
of the Navy, :frtrived fhe,re
Thursday might after a four-
day tng from- Hanoi. Shortly
before the aircraft landed, the
men agreed to- put on their
_dilitary. uniforms and leave
the plane with amhteawr_y m:qslgo?gs
theyvhad pr -
f—-steps i do- in Moscow and

nin Hospital -
dispute broke_olit. when
Defense “%ﬂpartmenf -officials
told, ;Mrs. ‘Gartley,. who' had
‘traveled .with :the memibérg of
the  Committee “ofLiaison, an
antiwar group, to Hanoi, that
her son’s request for a few days
.of leave with ‘his family had
¢ Mrs. Gartley, - accon
by “her. husbend; . Geréld, -of
{Greeneville, Me., - refused to
4oin her son. Thursday. night
Yat the ‘hospital but -visited him
‘at length yesterday. -

Both Majot: Elias, who was
flown to a hospital at Maxwell
Air Force Base,:Alabama, and
Lieutenant Charles, who went
‘to' Balboa - Naval ;Hogpifal in

San Diego, slept late yesterd?y
morning, military officials said.
Both were visited by their fam-
ilies.- e
“They face a le:ng.hpy periog;
of evaluation by military doc-
tors and psychiatrists involved
in the Qperation Egress Recap
program. - - . .
The operation was set-up
eaily this year after a !t);a;!n g;
ilitary experts in
x'1?sycl'1lt;slrogy determined that
what they calted a “slow ‘de-
compression” :-would be the
,most: positive. -way of dealing
Iwith the prisoners., The object
is to delay family reunions and
;»emotiﬁn;alyenocmhtje’::s‘ to itisure,
ithe isolation’ the military doc-

s s T2 eamandard €A srovrrhne

dbyF ainilies‘

|hagen that he expected to be

{his mother teaches. | 1

knowlgdged. thiat the: three re-
lease'(fipilots are now, undergo-
ing Operation Egress Recap
procedures, but refused to say
yesterday how long each man
would be hospitalized. |

. Mrs. ‘Gartley, 'who appeared
at a news conference at St..
Albans Hospital, described her
| 5g8,4s, being rested and happy!
1 ded that he would be
on leave ‘“reasonably’

" Navy. spokesmen refused to

|tell newsmen in which Wing
|the'pilot was staying, but said
ithat the hospital’s primary con-

cérn “is-to provide him as much

{time with his family as he

‘WantSL" ) . . ]
- The:spokesmdn, Cmdr. Henry
C. . JBowman, apparently :at-
|tempted’ to minimize the con-
‘troversy..and :sald in-response
to'd question-that the lieutenant,
‘had . gone to:the. hospital be-
|cause. he “expréssed a desire
{to ‘stay here.” L
| The spokesman’s assertion
{was © contradicted a few
moments later by -Lichtenant
Gartley's father, who said that
his son “didn’t request that.hg.
be Brought anywhere excepf}—n?
United States.” = -
Lieutenant Gartley had said
lduring an interview Thursday
while flying here from Copen-

hospitalizaed in Jacksonville,
Fla., near the schoo! in which

- Mother Explains

Mrs. Gartley, apparently con.
cerned by newsmen’s questions
about possible brainwashirig of
the returned pilots, attempted
to' explain why the men had
refused military offers of trans-
portation in Moscow and Copen-
hagen.

She sajd that officials in
North Vietnam had told the men

after their release that there
would be “no- conditions” for
their freedom. But she said rep-
resentatives of the Committee
of Liaison, who escorted the
prisoners and two family mem-
bers from Hanoi, had been told
by the North Vietnamese Gov-
ernment, to return the prisoners
by civilian means and personal-
ly hand them over to their fam-

“The committee was told that
if those procedures were jeop-
ardized, it would seriously en-
danger the future release of
other fliers,” Mrs. Gartley said.

She added that the pilots
recg%ﬁzed that following the
North Vietnamese requirements
‘“would be in the best interests
for the possibility of future re-
leases.” Since the men did not
accept military travel overseas,

Mrs. Gartley ; gaid, “I don’t
ipk-.they did jeopardize the

s

ot

ent.

Liaison, continued her sharp
lcriticism of the military in an
linterview. -
She said the moving of the
'pilots to military ‘hospitals
“makes it clear that the Gov-
ernment will go to every ex-
tent to prevent the truth about
the prisoners of war from
coming forward,” “And it's also
clear who cares,” she added. -
Mrs, Weiss explained that
‘Major Elias obviously disagreed
with the political views of the
North Vietnamese and the Com-
mitee of Liaison. “That’s not
important now,” she said. ‘We

of his feelings.”

have - “absolutely” been en-
dangered by what she termed
the military’s interference.

Major Undergoes Tests
Speclal to The New York Times'
MONTGOMERY, Ala., Sept.
29—Maj. Edward Elias, 34, one
of the three American prisoners
released by North Vietnam,
spent his first day back on an

going “routine” medical exam-
inations and “intelligence de-
briefings.”
- Major Elias is assigned to a
private room in the military
hospital at nearby Maxwell Air
Force Base. Maxwell was chosen
because it is the mearest such
Air Force facility to his home,
Valdosta, Ga.

Maxwell authorities said they
expected him to leave the hos-
pital: tonight and stay with:his
wife. at the married officers
quarters at the base. -

NeWsmen Protest Curbs

SAN DIEGO, Sept. 29—Lieu-
tenant (jg.) Norris A. Charles,
back "home from -nearly ‘hine
months  of imprisonment in
North Vietnam, today occupied
a suite normally reserved for
captains and adsirals at Balboa
Naval ‘Hospit] here.

. His rrival in the early morn-
ing at Miramar Naval Air Sta-
tion from New York aboard an
Air Force DC-9 Medivac gircraft
was without fanfare. - '

‘Newsmen at the airfield,
kept 40 feet away from the
uniformed = 27-year-old pilet,
protesteél .withoutl avagll“that he
was not even ‘gllowed’ to - tell
them that he wz]u ppy to be
home, although he seemed will-

American military base under-|,

ing and even eager to talk
with  the “Yeporters, - Several
times - yvhen .. the - lieutenant
started to move toward the|
beckoning - newsmen he - wasl|

brought him home, irrespective !

Fiature releases, she said,

pulled back by Navy public re-
latjgns officers.
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Mr. and Mrs Gerald Gartley. the parents of Navy Lieut:
(Jg.) Mark L. Gartley, during. their:news: conference
yesterday at St. Albans Naval Hospital in Queens.




