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By The Associated Press

Dressed inmilitary:uni- 4
forms and wearing combat
decorations, three American
prisoners of war have: re-
turned to the United States,
separated from the peace
group that escorted thém
from Hanoi and scattered ‘to
different parts of the country.

The arrival at New York’s
Kennedy Internatiorial Alrport‘
last night ended a 12-day trip
that ‘was followed with -politi-
cal eontroversy at home. The
end ‘of the trip, however; did
not bring an end to the dlssen
sion. ;

- TH three POWs had: re]ect-
ed pHers to turn themselves
over eto U.S. governmet offi-
c1al fat various pomts=~ -along

journey, which meluded
sto in Peking, Moscow and
Copenhagen. One of the’ ‘three,
j.. Edward Elasy said

of release set by -Hanoi
by: mmammg with their ac-
com; nymg peace group.
Mas, 34, an Air Force offi-
1 held prisoner for five
, joined his family and
o Maxwell Air--Force
in Montgomer: dv Ala.,
abogrd a military C%. med1

fenygfDepartment said;
'The' other two men are

Navy Lt. (j.g.) Mark Gartley,
24, dprisoner for four years,
and :Navy Lt. (j.g)..Norris
Charles, 27, capruve nine
months.

Gartley went to a famlly Te- ‘
union at the U.S. Naval Hospi-
tal at St. Albans in New York
City, the department said.

Charles met with his family in |

New York and then flew to a

naval hospital in San Diego -

aboard another C9, officials
said. - .

After a physical -examina-
tion this morning,. the hospi-
tal’s chief of medicine, Dr. E.
D. Kaifmann, said: "Charles
had lost 16 pounds_since his
capture but appeared to be in
good condition, '
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“ A 'Nayy spokesman said”
. Kaufmann ““hoped -it;wéuld be:
Just a few days” before
Charles was released from‘the ‘
. hospital. He -said Charles has
" a private room’and is seeing
$h1s famlly but fo. other visi-

iam
¢ had3 ‘beer
" deceived' by Ehas She  said;
I the major had indicated "ati-

Sloane ‘%ﬂfﬁ J r.,

war Sentiments in Ha 2only
to chapge his attitlide” once
. they-désarted. ‘

© “We have just witriessed a
recapture scene, -one-incar-

ceration replacmg another A
. Weiss said after the -
three men and their faiilies .
" drove away from the airpoi‘t '

Mrs.

in government cars.

Gartley s-mother,; Mrs. Min-
‘nie- Lee -Gartley, broke down
abedrd the airplane when she
a Defense
Department officer to let her
take-her son on a prearranged

. vacation,

“Ldidn’t cry when you. told
me four years ago that my
son hﬁd been captured in Vlet-

unta'],_mmght " she told the f-
ficers iioger Shields.
“Yoir son is also 2
in the U.S. Nayy,"
terjected. He also old her
that Gartley was being prom-
oted to full lieutenant, -~
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ejoin Famllles

dom from the North Vletnam
just;a few days to be alone
with Jerry (his father) ‘and:
me.” :

The questlon of whether the’
three. Jréleased POWs would:
wear their uniforms- apparent-’
ly was ‘settled aboard ~the
Seal AR

747 ije'ﬁlmer en route to New
York. The men were said. to-
have voted on whether to don'
the ~un1f0rms which had been

:and State Depan

they are in unifox‘ '
speaking their lines,”
‘Reverend Mr. Coffin

‘Secretaxy of State W:,

.e are pleased that the: phs-
onérs of war are back’ m ‘the
United States and we' hope
very seon that all.the psmson-
ers “will be returned.”

¢ In Los Angeles, the, chair-
‘man of the N ational League of .

: Families of American’Prison-
" ers and Missing in Southeast

Asia criticized the peace
group chaperones for “using
our loved ones as propagan-
da.” -Mrs. Stephen Hanson
told a news conference that

the group had remained sllent

prior-ito the retum of " 'the

“three,*but felt ‘“‘we. ean no

longer JTemain silent.”” - She .
called e release a token and

pohtlc one and said ““You

must" remember that over a

thois and families are ot

even-told whether or not.their

sons, fathers, hushands or

brothers are even ah.ve e




