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5 Freed Pilots Appeal to U.S. to End the

Examiner News Services

COPENHAGEN — Three
.&merlcan pilots released
from North Vietnamese pris-
oner - of - war camps by Ha-
nei appealed to the Ameri-
can people today to end the
war so that other prisoners
can go home.

The pilots appeared at a
news conference at a stop-
over in Copenhagen enroute
10 New York from Moscow,
where one of the antiwar ac-
tivists escorting th POWs
accused American diplo-
mats of indifference to the
prisoners’ plight and told
one U S,tammal to “shut up
and listen.”

“My- helfef is-if the war is
ended ‘fHe othér prisoners of
war will. be released too,”
said Navy Lt. (j.g.) Norris
Charles of San Diego.

.1 willdo allin my-power
to bring them home. I call
upon the Amencan people to
help-me.™

The. pilots, their relatlves
and eseorts were seated on a
platform behind along table -
with refreshments at the air- -

port. The tone was bz‘ﬁlﬂ
-businesslike during:t
stopover at a wester’ it y
‘Responsibility
Charles, however, made

his antiwar plea in an emo-.

tional voice.

“I asked myself who. is
responsible? It “is -you, the
American people. ‘If you
want to end thewaryoucan
do it. I have great faith in
the American people.:I call
upon you to help me bring
the prisoners home »” he
said.

Charles was released 10
days ago along with Navy
Lt: (j.g.) Markam. Gartiey
of Dunedin, Fla., and Air.
Force Maj. Edward Elias of
Valdosta, Ga., to members
of an American antiwar

-group which. arrived in Den-

mark with them. -

At ;the Copenhagen news
conference, the freed men
declined to endorse ‘a presi-
dential candidate by name.

. Asked by newsmen if ac-
tress Jane Fonda had re-
ported. - accurately
American prisoners of war

rles told a newsman
did not expect to be
ack on combat duty
i® other two pilots nod-

eir heads in agree-

You Adapt

Asked if he tho
would:be in trouble‘-“‘ Ath the
U.S. mlhtary« for his state-
ments, CHarles réplied:
“The milit does not hold
the tfisth’ ‘agdinst anybotly.”
~ Gartley, speaking -of his
long captivity,
chologically -speaking' you
become adapted. The" first
six months are hard.”

Theh he said, a life goes
on td%a month - by -month
or season - by - season scale
instead of one from “hour to
hour or minute to minute.

Charles,:

Tot of
genetosity.”

1

that-

describing - hls1
Noﬁh«Nletnamese -captors, :
4 2. was “treated with a :

The three pilots afrived in -

Moscow last night from Pe-
" king. Among those seeing
themwff this morning from !
W airport was Adolph:
~the American charge
s,

an

encounter with

;#the Rev. Willilam

fled to speak for the opinions
of the prisoners of war. "o

Issued Dnclear
Discussing his own feel-

ings :about the Ameérican - .

presidential race, Gartley
said: “‘T've been away from
the States for a:vety otig
time and not all the.issues
are clear to me, but which-.
ever policy will’ brmg the

-men home the fastest isthe

one I can support the most.”

Elias told the news confer-
ence he had ‘“a lot of read-

.ing to do” before feeling -

fylly competent to “discuss
American politics. ‘
\The three men arrived on
a Soviet Aeroflot jetliner,
Unlike in the Soviet Union
where the prisoners’ antiwar
chaperones. fought name-

‘calling battles with U.S. offi-

cials over who would be in
charge of the men’s return,
contacts in Copenhagen be-

‘tween American diplomats

and the group were brief
and polite.

US. Charge D’Affaires
Thomas Dunnegan offered

(s ““nat’ quali- - ;

.~ Charles,
- same question, said he was

. on their release.
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to éontinue home on thelr
own ‘‘is the best thing forall:
of us and the men we left -
behind.”

. It’s Different .

Elias, responding to a-
question on how it felt to be
free, laughed quietly and
said, “It’s another reorgani-
zatlon Then he added,
looking grave, ““It’s different
and it’s good.”

replying. to the

happy, but “I ean't feel oo
-free - when 1 consider the
men wno are left in North
Vietnam.”

Asked if he felt he was
being -used for propaganda,
as the U.S. government has
charged, Gartley, replied, “1

‘feel no abuse of my rights at

all.” He said .as long as he
was quoted accurately he
felt it was understandable
that his statements might be
used to fit any line of politi-
cal argument. S

Elias was ecl;ded
other pilots in sa;
conditions ‘had heé

corts,”

North Vletnam ”
"Secret Kits

ﬁ his face flushed,
| shot:Back at th Yale Umver-
sity chaplam ‘“How dare

r’I‘he Rev. ‘Coffin, retorted,

" “‘Now, shut up and you listen -

to me for a change.”
Then the clergyman told

said. “psy-

Dubs, “It’s clear who's us-
‘ing whom this time.” " -

He referred to secret writ-

ing kits that the North Viet- -

namese %l)aim were sent to-
U.S; war#risoners in-North

Vletnam by U.S. officials.

Sloane ,Coffin, one of the es-
. told the .diplomat,
“You .are so indifferent to
“indndss and a lot of the plight of those pllots in

i

e oy

The Pentagon and POW
relatives have denied . that
secret writing kits-or any’
. other types of esplonage
_equipment have been sentto

. Dubs,

the prisoners.

With slow measured
words, Dubs told the chap-
lain: “‘Don’t address me in
those terms. Just don’t ad-
dress me in those terms.”

The exchange broke up
with the clergyman telling
“get off your hind
legs and come down off your
high horse.”




