Washington Post

Admanistration

On N. Viet Dike Bombmg

Gg-287v

By George C. Wilson -

Washington Post Btaff Writer '
The Nixon administration
believes it is dealing from
strength as it faces Senate
questions  today ' about the
bombing of dikes in North

Vietnam. °

“No major dike has been
breached or functionally dam-
aged,” said the Pentagon's top

legal officer in a letter to the?

Senate Refugee Subcommit-
tee, which' is holding the hear-

ings.
J. Fred Buzhardt, Pentagon
general counsel, added in his

letter to Subcommittee Chair-
man Edward M. Kennedy (D-
Mass.) that “the few dikes that
have been hit are immediatiey |f]
adjacent to readily identified |
military-associated targets.

“It further appears,” Buz
hardt continued, “that even
the ‘minor collateral damage
could he repaired in less than
a week without the emplpy-| .
ment of machinery ‘of any
kind ” »%

And, in’ wha’f oth Defense
a.nd State Depnr’iment officials
consider the clincher -argu-j.
ment, Buzhardt said that in|

North ' Vietnam “the high
tvater season has now virtually
slgn!ﬂcant

State Department ‘
said in interviews abi
dike issue that even Hj
not- charged that A
bombing has caused floods in
North Vietnam, T

of ‘Bombing.”

who,, before -the Kenn :
committee on Aug. 16

while in North Vietnam. x

“In terms of persongl’
| servations,” Clark sald 8t

ing may help cause
floods in North Vietn
neffrmonth or two.”

The senator adde
bombing of North Viem

.Buizhardt, in his sépt 22 let- |
ter to Kennedy, said “severe |
floods -occurred last year in|
North Vietnam -in the absence [

. expected to focu

ut ! tor for operations of the ]
nb- | tagon’s Joint Chiefs of

$iass ||and Roger Sheilds, a prlsonen
f¢he i of war specialist in the Penta-

{If these dikes fafl, ofé{n
||ereatest . human . disas
thft 20th century would re.
{sult.”

leut by the passing of:
|season, the Kennedy
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| dikes is not just another part‘

of
With' the dike issue

mittee in its hearingitoday
nthe clvil--

correct rule of int
tional law which has a] lied
in thé" past and contin
,to the conduct of
mili - operations - in:
east Asla is that *
life and damageto
must-not be out of p e
to the military advantdgé
be gained.’” :
He said his office reviewed

[ ground, air and sea operations

in  Vietnam and concluded
they were being conducted,
within . that rule to “avoid
dame’ge to norn-mihtary prop-
erty.

Slated to testify t

| William H. Sullivan,
ve [ assistant secretary of state for
ech [[Pacific affairs; Brig. Gen,

the Bureau of East Aslan-and

John w. Pauly, deputy direc-
en-
f,

gos International Segyrity

Affairs Office.




