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Surprise Extension Delays
Return to U.S.— Neither
Side Comments on Move

NIXON ‘IN CLOSE TOUCH’

Meetings in Paris Coincide
With Signs of Diplomatic
Activity in Other Capitals

Nw'%srm SzZuLC
. Special to The New York Times
"WASHINGTON, Sept, 26 —
Henry A. Kissinger met pri-
vately in Paris today with
North Vietnamese representa-
‘tives, and the White House an-|
nounced that the talks would
be extended tomorrow into a
second day. ,
Ronald L. Ziegler, the White
House press secretary, declined
to say, however, whether the
‘extension of the private dis-
cussions means that progress
was being made toward a set-
tlement of the Vietnam ‘waer.
In Paris, the North Vietnamese
delegation was equally silent.
But Mr. Ziegler made the
point of stressing that Mr. Kis-
singer, the President’s adviser
on national security, had said
-at & ‘White House news confer-
ence Sept. 16, the day after the
previous session with the North
Vietnamese, that “the fact that
these talks-are-going on wyould
indicate a certain seriousriess.”

~  18th Megting Since '68.
.fhe mgeting today was :the
.18 “sbssion Mr. Kissin-
i Das i "twith the North|
namesq. since- the discus-
ons bgggn in; Augnst, 1969.
This was the first time, how-
ever, thet he was to hold ses-
sions lasting more than one day.
" It was also the first time that
the White House issued an ad-|
vance statement that Mr. Kis.
singer would meet again with'
«Hanoi’s delegates. The past
practice was for the" White
House to disclose either that a
secret meeting had been held
or that one was in progress, . )

'henday by the Premier, Al

. The first White House
;gfmmem today said ti#
issinger was conferring
vately with Le Diic Tho, #58
ber of North Vietnam's Polit-]
buro, and Xuan Thuy, Hanoi's
chief negotiator in Paris, White
House spokesmen said at' the
time that Mr, Kissitiger would
be returnipg hare-tonight or to:
morrow moming. . - :

. Nixon“ls in Ciose Touch’ .~
-But during the :

President Nixon

m-

i

during the flight that the secret
talks were being extended. He:
said that Mr. Kissinger “is stay-
ing in close touch with the Pres-
ident" concerning the current
-'t.éllks."
.White House officials refused
to draw any conslusions Trom
Mr. Kisgingdr's return tp Paris
early today to resums the
secret meeting.

o

Present pléns' were for 'MY.|

Kissinger to fly back to'Walh-
5 iva

Al e
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ington late tomorrow. But late
today a White House official
said it was possible that Mr.
Kissinger might have still ad-
ditional conversations with Mr
Tho and Mr. Thuy.

The announcement of the
hew meetings in the Paris talks
came amidst other signs of re-
newed diplomatic activity on
Vietnam in other capitals. .

Officials at the State Depart-
ment said privately that they
were following wi-tg special in-
terest the meetings in Moscow

Vietnamese Ambassador, Vo

‘Thuc Dong, and top Soviet of-
s, ‘

ficial
Hanol Aide Sees Podgorny
Mr. Dong was received

. n, and today by Pres-
ident Nikolai V. Podgorny. ..
But the Sate Department
said that the subject of Viet-
nam did not come at last
night’s dinner in New' York be-
ween Secretary of State Wil
l(i;a.m Pi: Ro%hers gnd Angrei A
romyko, the Soviet Foreign
Minister, .
_In Washington, @ French dip-
lomatic source expressed the
belief in recent days that a
Vietnam peace settlement is
“within reach” if both parties
are prepared to “reach ut” for

it.

This source, hasizing that

his opthnismemhgd mi'grgased

since early July, offered the
the French

1

' must
this week between the North|!

comments after
Foreign  Minister, Maurice

Schumann, ~ conferred  here
mw iast Friday with Mr.
r and Secretary Rogers.

~ Vietnam Among Topics
It was understood that Viet-
nam 'was among ER :main topic

M. Scicmeesy o mainaioy

T. ‘

contact in Paris with the North
etnamese,

Vi

However, American officials
sadid in_ privata conversations
today that they had no basis
for linking Mr. Schumann’s
taltks hers on Friday and Mr.|
Kis:é:zr‘s departure for Paris
yes y

Several State Department of-
ficials expressed interest in an
article published yesterday in
Nhan!. Dan, Hanoi’s official
the United
States to join with North Viet-
nam in guarantees that “neither|,
side dominates the political life
in South Vietnam” under a
peace settlement. . -

that the article bore
tor" ‘Signaiee, these o

ture, se o s
said privately that it appeared
to be a reply to Mr. Kissing-
ers’s news conference comment
on Sept. 16 that the United
states would not, as a resuit of
negotiations, “impose a particu-
lar form.of government that
guarantees predominence - to
one side.”

An - Administration official
called. special attention to the
passage in the Nhan Dan article
that *“the correct way is to
proceed from the reality of the
situation in South Vietnam and
to form during the transition
from the restoration of peace
to the helding of free and dem-
ocratic elections a provisional
‘government of national conord
without domination by, any
side.”. : .

This official said that “the
wording of this sentence raises
the question of whether Hanoi
may be edging toward

\ing our view that a oeass;ﬂ
recede a political settle-
g Saigon.

- without usual insistence
that a political accord precede
‘@ cease-fire.

“It is interesting that the
artidle was broadcast on the
.eve of Kissinger's departure| -
for Paris, of which North Viet-
nam obviously had o be
aware,” the official said.




