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Nixon . Hi

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Sen. George McGovern ac-
cused the Nixon administra-
tion totlay of interfering with
the retlirn ‘of three American
prisoners freed by Hanoi, say-
ing President Nixon is afraid
the men “will tell the awful
truth about the war.”

The Democratic presidential
nomineeisaid'the truth is that
AmericaniBombing’ keeps the
prisoners in their cells,

McGoveftiilescalated his
POW dispute -with' the admin-
istration as he campaigned in

California, joined by Sen. Hu-
bert H. Humphrey, a rival-
turned-ally.

HE SAID he hopes his ap-
pearances with Humphrey
will demonstrate that despite
differences on some issues,
“bofh,of us want to beat Nix-
on'*"

McGovern forces also hope
the teamwork will help Cali-
fornia Democrats forget the
bitterness of the McGovern
Humphrey presidential-prima-
ry campaign,

They look also for an assist
from Humphrey in reclaiming
the labor vote, and McGovern
said he expects that 90 per
cent of it will be in his col-
umn on election day.

Humphrey told his support-
ers in and out of organized
labor: “You’re not Humphrey
supporters, you’re Democrats,
you go:on. out and work for
George McGévern.” ’

President Said Afraid of War's “Awful Truth’

M’GOVERN dealt with the
prisoner issue in a statement
prepared for a meeting of
Northern California labor sup-
porters, saying the adminis-
tration denied a request of the
three -American fliers that
Nixon “not impede their re-
lease.”

The freed prisoners, Air
Force Maj. Edward Elias,
Navy  Lt. Markham Gartley
and Navy Lt, (j.g.) Norris A.
Charles, arrived in Peking
from Hanoi today, en route to
the United States.

“We thank God that the men
have been released, despite
the administration’s interfer-
ence,” McGovern said.

“In the last several days,
we have seen that the Nixon
administration is ... more con-
cerned about the opinions
those men might express than
it is about speeding their re-
lease,” McGovern said. “I be-
lieve the President is afraid
these prisoners will tell the
awful truth about the war—
that it is the bombing that
keeps them in prison.”

M’GOVERN’S dispute with
the administration centers on
whether the men are to be
returned to military jurisdie-
tion immediately. He said that
they asked a chance to choose
civilian medical care and
sought 30 days leave.

“The prisoné#§s'who were
freed by Hanoi last week sent
cables to President Nixon ask-

ndering POWs, McGovern

ing that he not impede their stand-ins is that they are get-

release ..” Mc¢Govern said.

_“Most of all, they wanted to

come home without official
harassment by the adminis-
tration ...

“For four years, the Nixon
administration has done noth-
ing for the prisoners but add
to their numbers,” McGovern
said. “I say Mr, Nixon should
at least exercise some com-
mon sense and common de-
cency when they are released
through the efforts pfzothers.”

An American pepge; group
that went to Hanoi fot-the re-
lease is escorting the. prison-
ers home,

THE CASE of the three
POWSs became a campaign is-
sue Sunday when McGovern
accused the administration of
playing politics with their re-
lease.

Secretary of Defense Melvin |

R. Laird retorted that McGov-
ern was making himself “a
spokesman for the enmemy”
and called that a despicable
act. -

McGovern said Monday that
although the statement was in
Laird’s name, “that’s obvious-
ly Nixon speaking ...

“He’s going to try to sit
there on top of his Gallup poll
for the rest of the campaign
and let other people do his
dirty work for him,”: McGov-
ern said in Seattle,

M’GOVERN said!“one thing
that galls me” about the Nix-
on plan of using campaign

" day,” McGovern said,

ting equal time in network-tel-
evision coverage.

“I don’t think the President
ought to be allowed to sit
there in the White House and
have these lackeys of his run-
ning around the couniry get-
ting equal time with me every
"Hb said that is happening
bebause “the Nixon-Agnew in-
timidation of the networks has:
worked ...”

McGovern campaigned Mon-
day in Billing, Mont., in Ta-
coma and Seattle, Wash., and
in San Franbisco.
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