NYTimes POVWs 26 Sep T2

Freed U.,”. Fliers Leave Hanoi for China After Escorts Decide to Avoid Laos

" * ' Hanoi Reaffirms Policy
" HANDOI, Sept. 25 (AP)—Pre-

‘ ‘By Agence France-Presse

: gnreliiblevsoﬁi'ce?aid today |visited North Vietnam  Jlast
HANOI, North Vietnam, Sept. th

Sweden -had rejectéth+ monfle said today that as

17, left here for China today

leased by North Vietnam Sept.|

'sition ‘that the -North Vietna-
mese want to release all cap-
turéd American pilots and will

ireportedly told the United

- o3 |- Ametican request to board: e - -

—Agence France-Presse —| tiier Pham Van Dong of North| Amelice et mistic that HanoiWould
25 8 n.c . ilots re- .Vietham has reiterated the po- pilots, Pll e from Moscow" at any more war prisoners
The three, American pilots re ; the Stockholm airport. Instead, y prisoners.

the . Swedish Foreign Ministry
States that it would ask the

He said that the attiude of
‘Government officials would be
‘to blame if it did not.

on the first leg of their journey
back to the United States.
The American delegation of
antiwar activities that came
here to escort the gilots home
decided to travel by way of

do so when there is agreement
on ending the war.

4 said in an, informal 9Q-
minfe  discussion yesterddft
dttedded: hy a reported and)

pilots if they wished to meet = Mr. Clark said that.a Geneva
with the American officials,  .conevntion provided that war

In addition to -d ing| prisonets releagsed while a cons«
that+he three pilots flict was in progress must not
to flileed to the Uni ‘be returned to militayy service.

China rather than by Vientiane,
Laos, after there had been re-
portg,that American officials in
Laos'#ihtended to try to make
the men fly home on a United

The ‘Hanoi departure plans
for the three pilots were kept
secret until the very last min-
ute. The airmen are Maj. Ed-

the Air Force, who was shot
down last April; Lieut.
Norris A. Charles, 27, of. the
Navy, downed last December,
and Lieut. (j.g) Mark L. Gart-
ley, 28, also of the Navy,
downed in August, 1968.

»Luggage that included souve-
nirs, gifts and last-minute pur-
chases was loaded into waiting
cars. Scores of Vietnamese
gathered to watch the depar-
ture of the motorcade, which
was led by a motorcyclist—
something: even leading North
Vietnamese officials do without.
+Kbout 40 minutes later, a
Chiriese airliner with the for-
mer prisoners and the Ameri-
cans -accompanying them took
off from Nanhig, China. The
jAmericans were expected to
:spend  the night there befor
flying to Peking. o

Accompanied by 6

The -pilots were accompanied
by Mispalga Charles of San
Diego, *vswife of Lieutenant
Charles, 'and Mrs, Minnie Lee
Gartley of Dunedin, Fla., the
mother of Lieutenant Gartley.

The antiwar group consists
of Mrs. Cora Weiss and David
Dellinger, co-chairmen of the
Committee of Liaison with Fam-
ilies .of American Servicemen
Detained in Vietnam; the Rev.
William Sloane Coffin Jr., chap-
lain of Yale University, and
Richard Falk, a professor “of
international law at Princeton
Universit

There
American military- and civilian
officials were prepared to meet
the fliers in Vietnam. The anti-
'war activists have said that
they would refuse to take the
three freed Americans back if
it was confirmed that they
were to be met outside ;gxe
United ‘States by United Stdtes
officials. Hanoi has warned
that any attempt by United
States officials to take over the
prisoners would jeopardize

came to Hanoi to escort home

President Nion was aware of
the need for a settlemxent be-
fore the remaining pilots could
be freed. He "asserted . that
there was no misunderstanding

ward K. Elias, 34 years old, of}:

1¥z.1ve been reports that|

chances of further releases. -

ch this point. )
The premier said a frame-

point. proposal put forward by
the Wetcong in-the Paris talks.

the four antiwar activists who|

the three 'released fliers, that|

work for a settlement had long|
) been - available in the seven-

This calls for the total with-|
drawal of American forces and

the formation of a coalition|. ‘ , .
alition tempts to silence these threg] .

government in South Vietram
among other things. :

Diplomacy in Sweden

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
Special to The New York Times

STOCKHOLM, Sept 25--The
Swedish: government was in-
volved in intense diplérfatic
discusion today in- anticipation
of what some diplomats said
was & . possible confrontation,
later this week at Stockholm'’s
international -airport between
United States officials and the
three former prisoners of war
released by Hanoi. e

Diplomatic sources, said that!

-the pilots, after spending to-!

morrow night in Peking, would
fly Wednesday on a Soviet air-
liner to Moscow, and leave
Thursday morning for Stoek-
holm, possibly on a chartered
flight. =~ ‘ y

It was understood that #ljete;
wuld be no public .news ¢éon-

ference until the group ed
Sweden; one of the four coun-
tries in Western . Europe that
;maintains full diplomatic re-
ilations  with North Vietnam
'and the only one that now has

;an_ambassador -in Hanoi.

thonestly about how the North

[never again will we let any
{prisoners out.”

Wi

ference, o
Liaison With Families of Serv-
icemen Detained in Vietnam
has requested that the prison-
ers be allowed to begin fur-

to their families before
ingk active duty.

AxBbokesman for tHE
3¢ here said today i

be able to speak freely and

‘Vietnamese have treated them.”
“Any interference or ati

-mehn by the U. S. Government
or the Pentagon,” he said, “will

severely jeopardize the,gelaase
of agy other prisoners df wyar.”
A'Fhited States Embas®

‘The position taken by Amér-

f| ican efficials
doubtfnl that this p

was obeyed, he said.

loughs as soon as they return

grou “wants thé prisoners to] |

of-] :

leaves., Hanoi

ficiali""asked in an interview
today about the demands, said,
“We're not going. to create al,
situation where Hanoi says

. He said: “Il we. want to do

However, there was also

‘spei;élation tonight that if no

chanter flight from Moscow to
'Stotkholm could be arrapiged
for Thursday, the prisoners and
:delegation with them would
itake acommercial flight to Co-
penhagen, hold a brief news
cotiference there and then go
‘oi”to New York that night.
The American Embassy here
was réported to have suffergd
at least:one rebuff in its:nego-
‘tiations with the Swedish Gov-
;e_rnr{xent over the prisoners’ ar-
rival. C ’

s give these fellows a chang

&am.no cogpgign, — to dé?cfi:i-e-
whether or not they want to
gojghonte with us. Our basic
apfifich is that these guys
ltave been released and they
want to go home a$, soon as
possible, and we want to help
them, '

“We are aware of the domes-
tic political considerations and
the implications all of this has
for the other prisoners.”

.h_s,e,@glark Is Pessimistic
-BOSTON, Sept. 25 (AP);&»L%

Ramsey Clark; former Demp
0

cratic Attorney General wh

X See Clark, SFEzeminer

25 Sep 72;  Laird,
SFChronicle 25 Sep T2.



