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By Peter Arnett

HANOI — (AP) — North

Vietnamese Prime Minister
Pham Van Dong Teasserted
yesterday to a delegation of
-Americans in Hanoi to es-
cort home three released
fliers ‘that remaining pilots
in captivity will be freed
only when an agreement is
reached<ir settle the war.

In a" 90minute informal

discussion attended by this
reporter, Dong told anti-war .
activists -Cora Weiss, David:

Dellinger, the Rev. William
Sloane Coffin and  Prof.
Richard Falk that a frame-
work for® negotiating a set-
tlement to the war has long
been available.

4, was the seven-peint

tional Revolutionary
Government, the Viet Cong,
that calls for the total with-
drawal of Amerjcan forces

and the formation of a coah-'

tion government.-

~-Dong said he wanted to
stress, the. importance of the
Sept. 11 ,clarification state-

ment put -forward in Paris

by the Viet Cong delegation
hedd™ Madame Nguyen Thi
Binh, on a three-party coali-

tion government for South.

Vietham.

Pgeaadent Nguyen Van.

Thieu of South Vietnam
~ would ‘be excluded under
this * formula, but Saigon
'Would be allowed to name

yone else to one-third of

e government, the Viet

Cong another third. The fi-
nal third would.-be com-
prised of Catholics, Buddh-

ists, exiled South Vletnam-‘

ese in Parls and others

should be released and that
it would be a good dct.

" He asserted that President
leon was aware of the ne-
cessity for asettlement first

put forward by the .

" before their freedom and
that there was no misunder-
standing : AL

Response * i""
The premier said he felt
that despite this Nixon is fol-
lowing a policy that deliv-

s Freed
‘ar End

ered pilots into North Viet- -

"namese hands and the num-
ber was increasing.

Dong insisted that North
Vietnam wants to releasg al
captured. Americans, ‘] D1l
that moment would" gbrie
when there was positive re-
sponse to the proposals¥al-
ready tabled for a settle-
ment.

; Mrs. Weiss, cochairman of
the comnuttee of liason
T‘vmh the families of the serv-
icémen detained in North
‘Vietnam, told this reportér
iyesterday that the pros

‘of a meeting with the”

delay in leaving Hanoi’
‘the United States with the
three released pilots.~
Arnother reason for the de-
lay, she said, was that the
. .delegation had a responsibil-
ity to make contact with oth-
er pildts still detained.

- Meanwhile, the three

American pilots released.

from North Vietnamese pris-
on camps messaged Presi-
dent Nixon assuring him of
their good health and of
their intention to return all
the way home with their ci-
vilian escorts.

‘ an Walting

The ~message . dispatched

‘cable . was signed by Air

- .Foree ‘Maj. Edward Elias,

“The greying, wiry North -
Vxetnamese Iedder. told the:
delegation that . the fliers

Navy Lt (j.ig.) Mark Gar-
tley and Navy.dLt. (]. gx) Nor-
ris’ Charles. -

In a long discussion’ on the
war, Dong referred to Ameri-
cans who thought they could
have defeated North - Viet-
nam with armaments and

‘mier was one reason fOI' e_

last night by international’

rer

aprle

politics and who had imag-
ined for years that thedHanoi
government would not sur-
vive. Those people are still
waiting for the end just as
they waited in 196468, he
said.

‘The premier admitted that
much of his country is dev-
astated and that his people
have had to make many sac-
rifices, but he said their
minds are lucid and hearts

.proud, they know the rea-
somto flght and that to win

S
th emyvar means winning
Fga mdependence and
reedo

Hostage ;

Despxte the war the V1et-
namese still have a great
deal of energy and know
they are fighting for best of
all possible causes, he said.

Some in America. thought
they could win the war
quickly, particularly with
~the power- of . comp ters,

: Dqgg said, but he said’intel-

and consclence are

rrkpre important.

-fhe delegation told Dong
that some in the United
States believe Vietnam is
being brought to 1ts knees by
bombing, but — “my people
do;not kneel down.”

' delegation - member
brought up offers by some
Americans peace activists to
serve as hostages against
US. bombing and to inter-
pose ‘their bodies between
bombs and the Vletnamesr‘

Dong said it was di
to.cgmment because.
ture. of those people wa
viously from their hearts.
His people’ could only show

‘respect and admiration but

‘as a people who were realis-
tic they had to give serious
thought to those proposals.
His own personal view
was that the battlefield, fm;
those in America who . ame¥i
posed war is in America
that the hattlefield for

people is in Vietnam.’




'sand Mrs. Minnie Lee Gartley cov
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