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Laird Assails McG

As ‘Hanoi Advocat?

By United Press International

+ In the harshest rhetoric of
‘the 1972 presidential cam-
. paign to date, Defense Sec-
~retary Melvin R. Laird has
faccused Sen. George Mec-
.Govern as acting as “a

) spokesman of the enemy” on .

'the issue of American prison-
9ers of war.
'_i The" problem of the prison-
.ars flamed into prominence
&m the'tontest between Presi-
»dent Nixon and Democrat
McGévern yesterday when
{the $b4th Dakota senator ac-
cused*Nixon of delaying the

ase of three U.S. pilots

in Notfth Vietnam for politi-
cal reasons.
Politics ~
McGovern, appearing in
New York City, ‘called on

:Nixon ‘to let these: thrge -

.prisonersigome home just as

quickly as possible.”

. %I regret very much that
the Administration seems to
be playing politics with
these three prisoner of war
that Hanoi has already of-
fered to release ” McGovern
said.

North Vietnam’s- news
agency announced today,
Hanoi time, that the three
pilots, who were released
with ceremony from prison
Sept. 17, had sent cables to
Nixon asking U.S. authori-
ties not to interfere with
their return home.

Geneva Pact
Laird immediately issued

a statement saying it was “a.

despicable act of a presiden-
tial candidate to make him-
self a spokesman for the en-
enemy.”

“‘Sen. McGavern apparent-
ly is willing to act as an

_evacuation plane to

agent for Han01 in under- |
mining the rights of Ameri- |
can prisoners of war under
the Geneva conventlon,”
Laird said.”

The defense Secifatary
said it was the North Viet-
namese who have delayed
the return of the U.S. offi-
cers, Air Force Maj. Ed-
ward Elias and Navy Lts,
Markham L. Gartley and
Norris A. Charles.

Laird said the U.S. gov-
ernment has had no commau-
nications from Hanoi about
the release, and he offered to
send an Amencan dical
danoi
“within 24 hours” if there is
a transportation problem.

“We need no instrud

.from anyone about reuniting

prisoners of war with their
fapnilies as quickly as pis-
sible.”




