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Nixon Blocked Plan
To Kill Hanoi Hawks

By Kingsbury Smith

e
The "Hearst Newspapers .
WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent ‘Nzen has. rejectéd
some eXtremely rash ptro- '
posals for bringing an end to
the Vietham war which haVe
been submitted to him by
advisers within and without

the’adminstration! .

Otie of the miost far out
suggestions made" to the
President was tha!«the Unit-
ed States governfent should
encourage and assist South
Vietnamese conifffandos or

" secret agents to dssassinate
‘ in the

by';a man who, while not a
ber of the administra-
tlo , is frequently consulted
by : 'the White "House and
State Department on foreign
policy matters and who
‘ed a prominent diplo-
1 ,jc’arole in World War 11.

' 'the"‘deves” alsa:,
suzances that the¥m
Libération Front
" Cong) will have one third

repréentation in a new Sai-
gon eoalition government.
The “hawks” still believe
that time is on the Commu-
nist side andsthat if they
holge-out long enough they
will ‘eyentually gain-control
of the south. They are not
prepared to settle for any-
thing less than a- coalition

the war dnd"
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for peace than for military

iguest of the South.
' ’%y are badly hurt by the
bo!

bing and have suffered,
sinée the war started, more
than a million men killed out
of a’population of 21 million.
All available information
indicates that it is the top
“hawks” who are fanatical-
ly determined to continue
the “war until the Commu-
nists gain control, directly
or indirectly, of 2 new. non-
elected Saigon government.
The ‘“‘hawks’ are believed
to iniclude Le Duan, secre-

tary. - general of the North

Vietnamese Communist Par-
ty; Nguyen Chi Thanh, who
is reported to be in charge
of the war in South Viet-
nam; Le Duc Tho, the chief
negotiator in the Paris
peace talks; Truong Chinh
and Nguyen Duy Trinh, two
powerful politburo members.

Surprisingly, General Vo
Nguyen Giap, the military
leader, and Premier Pham
Van Dong are not consid-
ered to be extremely hawk-
ish.. They lean towards Rus-
sia -and appear to be more
moderate.

Elimination of the top
“hawks’’ could, in the opin-

ion of‘the man who suggest- -

ed it to President Nixon,
bring =z quick end to the
war.

Assassination of them
would be less horrible than
the . continued murder of

thousands of men, women .

would -pot allow the Amerl-
can ‘government, or any of
its services, to beé a party to
political assassination.
Another  “option” - the
President ruled. out was the
idea of an Inchon-type; 1and-
ing by large South Vxetnam-
ese forces, backed by Amer«
ican air and naval support.

24 September 1972

A . contingency plan..for -

such an operation exists in
the Pentagon. The objeetive
would be to cut NorthViet-
nam almost in half iby a
landing -south of Hanoi" and
Haiphong and a drive-across
the upper neck of the‘north
from the coast to Laos thus
trapping the bulk./of the
North Vietnamese fazces op-
erating south of the one-time
Demilitarized Zone. @

Such an operation would
involve a major escalation
of the war. It would also in-
volve the risk of precipitat-
ing Chinese ‘‘volunteer” in-
tervention, especially.if- the
North Vietnamese army.col-
lapsed and the South Viet-
namese forces attempted to
occu y Hanoi. -

ice President Smm Ag-

new in an interview with a
Hearst journalistic team, ex-
cluded the likelihood ¢f such
an operation on “pragmatic
grounds.”” He said he did not
believe American publie
opinion would support con-
tinued military .aid:to a
South Vietnamese -govern-
ment. that resorted to ag-
gressive action agamst the
north. :

and children in both North :

and Soyth Vietnam through

an indefinite contmuatlon of

the war.

President Nixon ruled out
thls idea — completely.

" He is adamantly opposed

to act‘s “of terrorlsm and




