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-the ecountry, that

" nists erpetraﬁng ‘a purge
~and blood bath of stupen-
.dous.p portions

happened in NOrth Vietn'am
after the Communists de-
feated the French .and. took
over. in 1954." .

In meeting the peace chal-
lenge of Sen. George Me-
Govern, who has pledged to

. bring home all U.S. forces at
once, Mr. Nixon has not hes-
itated .to give the horror
story. another rerun, but, in
the light of a new develop—
merit which shows the .al-
leged blood bath to be a
myth, it will be interesting
to see whether the President
now drops the story.

MR. -NIXON TELLS the
tale a little differently each
time, but_they are all vétia-
tions of & statement e
made on: April 16, 1971¢
think of .4 half- million, by
consérvative estimates, in
‘North “¥ietnam who —wéfe
“‘mm-dered or otherwise ex-
‘terminated by the North Vi-
-etnamese “after ° they took

K fex AD

N Viet‘B

" access “t6" all the:

over frém the French . ..
At the same press confer-
-ence, he added that, “If the

~“United-States-were tofailin--
Vietnam, if the Communists -
were to take over, the blood -

" bath “that ~ would ~follow

would be a blot on this na-
tion s history ...”

A Vietnam scholar, Gar-.

eth Porter:of Cornell Uni-

versity. has now - tracked-
down the “authority” for the:
President’s statements. The .
National.. Security "«Council -

has admitted to him that a
prime source for. the Presi-
dent's statement was a 1984
book by a North Vietnamese,
exile; Hoang Van Chi, which
was: financed .and promoted .
lés; Asuch .U.S. agencies as the -

. Porter accuses . Chi of i}

“gross misquotations” and
“fradulent documentdtion.”
Yet, Porter says, “it is
main]y on the basis of Mr.
Chi’s totally unrealiable “ac-
count, the intention. of

- which was plainly not his- %nows.
iracy, but propa- .3 *MR

torical . acgl
~'gafida agalnst North Viet
nam, that the President him-
self has told the American

people that . “half-a-million’ -
: fvpeo%e were exterminated.” ]
A NFRONTED BY Por- .
ter’s charges, Mr. Chi, now  He
employed at the State De- ~ ani

partment sWashingtoh

Memo em ether comments
on bloodbath filed
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*when the: Communists» took'

traming center, says of his

500,000-blood-bath number,
“It was just a guess, an esti- .
. mate that nobody could fig-

ure”
Porter has rendered an‘

' important service ' in de-
bunking what he calls the
blood bath “myth,” but itis.

only fair ‘to say .that other
" Aslan experts, and even
- some D.S. public -officials,
such as Clark Clifford, the
.Secretary. of Defense under

~Lyndon - Johnson, have con-

sistently . - .questioned Mr,
‘Nixon's version of the al-
leged purge.

Their doubts are strongly

- supported by the.récords of .
‘the International Centrol. .
which = dis-
. closed. that, in the two years
- following the 1954 Commu-'
-nist vietory, only’' 19 coms

+“Commission,

plaints were filed covering

..political reprisals in all of
Vietnam. Later, in’
sa peasant Tevolt was -

-Norfh,
1956“;%
ranrdssed and it is estimated
10,000 to '15,000° may
have . died but nobody really

thh the burdeni‘;

cre,in South Vie’tnam Would

‘stead of “belng
they were, “in keef ‘
e Geneva’ Agreeméhts», ‘als:
. lowed to leave if they go de--
.gired.. :

- stage a vast purge
-South Vietnamese_ '
. all it’s cracked up ti

fe':red to “a million-"
If Catholic refugees :

2% Sep T2

3~3 S’«r‘s‘l‘?,

over in 1954." In

: b
lark Clifford also qotes
that a study by the Soith’
Vietnam Department of Ed-
ucation reveals that the -
number of Catholics who

fled to the south is not 1.5

million, as claimed by Mr.

Nixon, but 754,710;. This is .
significant, Clifford. says,
“because the President over-
looked the fact that there

are still living in Nogth Viet-
‘nam - ‘today : sppré¥imately
.800,000:Catholics. R

In the- final-an he.
hlood bath scare 8 on
the supposition thatifaiiol’s
forces  would: " -quickly’
triumnph if the Unibed"States '
pulled out . of: the wat; How
so? The Saigon govet ment

has we]l ‘over 1-millign men
under arfns, trained ahd pro-
fusely  equipped by the
United States and backed by
a public that is reputed to
be overwhelmingly anti-
Communist. It is hard to un-
derstand ' then -how Hanoi,

“with only a few depleted di-

visién “in' South' Vietnami,
could quickly take over and
Af the
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