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WASHINGTON — A House
committee concludes that
the Freedom of Information
Act, infended to make gov-
ernment information more
available, ‘“has been  hin-
dered by five years of foot-
dragging by the federal bu-
reaucracy.” :

The House Government

Operations Commitiee said
in a report yesterday that
«Congress should pass legis-
lation to curb various abus-
“es.
" Committee members said
almost every federal agency
‘was guilty of abuses and
that they included excessive
delays in-giving out informa-
tion, excessive fees for gath-
ering information, and bu-
reaucratic tricks to prevent
disclosure of information.

The report said that the
federal. bureaucracy ““fre-
quently has negated the ba-
sic purpose of the act.”

33 Days

i It took federal agencies an

average of 33 days to re-
spond to individual requests:

for information, the con-

gressmen said. They said

“this often made information
useless, especially to report-
ers,

Some agencies, the report
added, “have harassed citi-
zens who had the temerity to
press their demands for pub-
lic records; others, when
forced to provide copies of
government documents,
have given out illegible cop-
ies.”

In a statement releaced
with the report, Rep. John
E. Moss, (D-Sacramento)
-chief author of the law,
said: ‘‘The importance of
freedom of information is
:greater than ever today in
light of the steady erosion of
~our Constitution by the exec-

attitude in support of ‘open
access’ from the top admin-
istrative officials....”

The committee recom-
mended legislation to im-
pose time limits intended to
speed bureaucratic response

to requests for information. -

utive branch under all of the
‘war-time administration of
both major political parties.
This ominous trend must be
reversed. :
“A democracy ‘without a
#ree and truthful flow of in-
formation from government
to its people is nothing more
than an elected dictatorship.
We can never permit this to
happen in America.”

Law Since 1966

Signed into law July 4,
1966, the Freedom of Infor-

, mation Act was designed to

make all government rec-
ords and information avail-
able to the public unless the

" material fit into nine specif-

ic categories. _
The exemptions were for
information the President

ordered kept secret in the |

interest of national defense
or foreign policy; internal
personnel files and prac-
tices; matters kept secret
by law; trade secrets; inter-
nal memoranda; personnel
and medical files; investiga-
tory law enforcement files;
reports prepared for agen-
cies responsible for regulat-

and geological and' geophysi-
cal data concerning wells.

- The committee said the
provisions allowing with-
holding of information—
intended to safeguard vital
defense secrets, personal

‘ing financial institutions; i

privacy, trade secrets and

the like — “have been mis- [

used” by federal agencies.
“The d_e_si_re to withhold

records which might empar-
rass. an agency” has played
a part jn the lingering secre-
¢y, the committee said.

It urged “a more positive
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