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- WASHINGTON; Sept. HE-
|Government . officials were
scratching their heads today
over the exploits of William L.:
Taub, the mysterious ‘“New:
'York lawyer” who. répre d:
James R, Hoffa in-his: ah :
effort Jabt week to go 10
to negotiate for:/the reled
Amgérican prisoners. -
" Using’ Hoffa’s name ‘a
‘lowing various high-ranki
ficials to believe that he W
_ lawyer, . Mr. Tatib schedul
meetingWith the Attorney
eral,, met with - the Depu!
torney,General, saw. —H_':}n
Kisinger, won a modificati
Hoffa’s  probation ' condi
{persuaded -the State. D
. |ment to validate Hoffa’s
- kport for travel to. North

mam and got the North et-
namese trade unions toinvite
the former president of the In-
ternatigaal = Brotherhood  of
Teamsters to visit their country.

Today, these same officials
learned that Mr. Taub wag not

a lawyer; that he once called

himself :{'worldwide representa-
tive” for, Pope Paul VI's film in-
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Continued Fro;ﬁ' Page i, Col. 6
tereéfS} that he had ’

Los'. AngelogagbR
award “as
film “Z,”
film’s Frel producer . de-
nounce him;as an “impostor,”

POWs

IDepartment officials  could talk
to him only dh a “lawyer to
lawyer” basis. :
# On that basis;, an appoint-

Hement was “arranged between

Attorney - General ‘Richard G.
said ‘he represented Hoffa in

and that the real producer,|efforts to" eliminate probation

Eric Schlumberger had acctised
Mr. Taub of trying to sell him
the M.G.M. biiilding in Paris.
A chsck of the entertainment
ress revealed;a record of inci-
%ts going back 20 years, in
which "Mr.- Taub has been ac-|

from -returnipng -to pifice as
president ' of"" the . teamsters’
union, The conditions were im-
osed = last - December - when
resident Nixon commuted
Hoffa's sentence for jury tam-

gused of repréfenting himself {pering.

without authorify as a lawyer
gnd agent for film and stage
iterests, Lo ‘
7. Thege included legal skirm-
ighes a-decade ago, when he

tempted without authoriza-
jon to sell rights to Charles

aplain’s films' to television]
metwarks, and'a Sgccessful suit;
20 years ago by Margaret Sulli:
van, the actress, who said he
Had signed her "u'p to perform,
in a “new” play-that had in
ict been -produced .before.

Officials-Chagrined

¥ The reaction in the Justicel

epartment today appeared to
e chagrin, rather than prpse-
qutorial ire. John Hushen, thé
epartment’s public information
gficer, said a check had béen
grdered on Mr. Taub in thé
federal Bureau of Investiga-

§rdered. o -
® A check today with officials
who met with ;Mr, Taub .re-
aled that all-but one thought
was a lawyer, although none
buld remember that he specifi-
ly said he was one.
# Ralph Erickson, the Deputy
Attorney General, “said .that
they met,"Mr. Taub said
e “represented- Mr. Hoffa, and
when a lawyer 1?, told that, he
dssumes_he is falking: with an-
other lawyer.” ' .
: Mrs. Elaine Crane, Mr. Erick-
gon's: assistant, said she had

. Erickson Saw Taub

When Mr. Kleindienst could
niot keep the appointment, Mr.
Erickson saw Mr. Taub.

Mr. Taub and sMr. Gibbons
also went to the summer White
House in San Clemente, Calif.,
several weeks ago for a meet-
ing" with Mr. Kissinger, Presi-
dent Nixon’s foreign policy ad-
viser. A spokesman in Mr. Kiss-
inger's office today said every-

* |one -there assumed that Mr.
|Taub was a lawyer, represent-|

ing ‘Hoffa.
Mr. Gibbons, reached at his
office in St. Louis, said “it was

my impression he was a mem-
law firm” and ‘that’ Mr. Taub
had said nothing*to change that
impression. ’

“Neither Hoffa nor Mr. Taub

could be reached today, and|
-|there was no indication as to
i-jhow Hoffa came to employ Mr.

Taub to “represent” him. nOe
Government source said Hoffa
met Mr. Taub, who i§ described
as a dark, “very persuasive”
man- ih his early sixties, at a
cocktail party, butthe source
did not know if Hoffa believed
Mr. Taub to be’a lawyer.

In his correspondence with

used stationery that listed only
his name on the letterhead.
He gave his address as 118
East 60th Street, at Park Ave-
nue, which is an expensive-
appearing apartment building,
The doorman there said today

¢autioned Mr. Taub that Justice

that Mr. Taub resided there.

Kleindienist ‘and My’ Taub, who|

bér of an imoprtant New York|

Government officials, Mr. Taub/|

conditions ‘that prevent -him|.
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