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Reds Hinting.
Viet War NOW
At Stalemate

By Lar Ty Green

SAIGON — (CDN) — The Vietnamese Commu-
nists today suggested a new flexibility in their ne-
gotiation position at the Paris peace talks while' im-
plying that the war in South Vietnam had reached

a stalemate.

'

In a statement broadeast by .various Commumst radm m
stations in Southeast Asia:. throughout the day the Provi-
sional Revolutmna?fGovemmegt fm South Vietnam said:

“We are ready”te’agree
' with: the U.S. government on
‘the faet:that neither a-Com-
mutiigf regime nor &.W.S.

lackey administratiod can-

be imposed on South Viet-

‘nam;and (we are) ready to
accept a provisional national
‘concord government without
~eontrol by any side.”

- Viewpoint

Ranking analysts :here
said the statement was "‘net

-a breakthrough but rather a-

change of viewpoint.”

“It does seem to indicate
some flexibility,” one high

source said.

In Washington, presiden-
tial press secretary. Ronald
Ziegler would say only that

“we are studying it.” He de-

clined to say whether ad-
minigtration officials found
any new or encouraging lan-
guage in the Viet Cong state-
ment.

If the analysts here are
correct, it is the first impor-
ant change in the Commu-
nist negotiation position
since peace talks began in
1968.

The Communists thought
the statement important
enough to- repeat both on
Viet Cong and Hanoi radio
broadcasts, anhonor usually
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resewed for key policy pa-
perﬁ :

Whﬂe the statement again
calls for the ouster of South
Vietnam’s President Nguyen
Van - Thieu, = intelligence
sources here said there are
indications the Communists
are also preparing to modify
their hard line stand on thls
issue.

Inrecent weeks these
sources said, Viet Cong
cadres throughout. South
Viethlam have been ‘‘psy-

'cholbgically prepared by

Congmunist propaganda’ for
the ¢ possibility that Thieu
willj remsin in office, per-

hapg as part of ia; coaitian

POWs

Government will:
“members of the Salgo

ministration,” as one arm of :

a three-part coalition -gov-
ernment although they spe-
cifically. say Thieu cahinot be
part of it. But the *Saigon
Administraion is “Thieu’s
government with op without
him,” the statement said.
The commumstm also say

‘they are ready to. negotlate

as to who will be i}xclude;d in
tpe third amgp of‘the coali-

ment appeared'th t
a gradual shift in Commu-

nist’ “negotia’dng strategy.
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