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Former Teamsters Union
president James R. Hoffa’s
short-circuited attempt to
visit North Vietnam ex-
tended across the top level
of the Nixon administration
and even reached Hanoi polit-
buro member Le Duc Tho.

This fuller, but still in-
complete, account of the're-
sourceful  Hoffa’s  deter-
mined effort to get to Hanoi
to seek the release of Amer-
ican prisoners spilled out
yesterday.

According to the official,

and. now revised, White
House account yesterday,
Hoffa’s aborted mission to
North Vietnam was pushed
throtigh uncoordinated lev-
els of the Justice and State
departments by “a very per-
sistent” and ‘“very aggres-
sivelj, Hoffa attorney, Wil-
liamJu-Taub of New York.
Attorney General Richard
G. Kliendienst, in an angry
letter to Taub last night,

said he was informed that
Taub’s admitted objective
was to get parole restric-
tions removed on Hoffa “if
Mr. Hoffa were to visit
Hanoi and obtain the re-
lease of some prisoners.”

Kleindienst said Taub had
presented that proposal to
Deputy Attorney General
Ralph E, Erickson, involving
“the #condition imposed- in
connection with the commu-
tation of Mr. Hoffa's sent-
ence.”

Those: , restrictions / bar

Hoffa from resuming activi-

See HOFFA, A4, Col. 3
ties 1 the leamsters-union,
T.ast  December,
Nixon commuted Hoffa's 13-
vear sentence for jury tamp-
éring and mail fraud after
Hoffa served about 4%
years.

A Taub elaim that there
were “negotiations with the
11.8. Attorney General in he-
half of James R. Hoffa to
visit Hanni”? was labeled “in-

credible” and “a gross mis-
representation” by Klein-
dienst,

President

Kleindienst said Taub was
told that any Hoffa venture
to North Vietnam would
have to be “on his own initi-
ative.,” Kleindienst further
charged that although Taub
“indicated” to one of Klein-
dienst’s assistants that he
had “cleared a possible visit
to Hanoi” with presidential
national  security adviser
Henry A, Kissinger, “I sub-
sequently learned that no
such visit had been cleared.”

White House press secre-
tary Ronald 1. Ziegler ac-
knowledged that Kissinger
discussed the trip with Hof-
fa’s emissaries last June, but
declined to give any official
sanction to the mission,
However, said Ziegler, Kis-
singer urged Hoffa to put
off the trip until after July
20 if he decided to pursue it
as “a private effort.”

Ziegler said Kissinger's
objective was to avoid any
interference with Kissin-
ger’s own secret talks in
Paris with Le Due Tho on
July 19, .

At that meeting, Kissinger

did “pass a message” to Tho #

concerning Hoffa, Ziegler

said. The message, said Zie-

gler, was to emphasize that
if Hoffa went to North Viet-
nam he would he going as
“a private citizen,” not a
government negotiator,
Ziegler, under question-
ing, could not recall any
similar attention accorded
to any other American trav-

meetings. Ziegler said he
“helieved” Kissinger
brought the matter to Presi-
Presi-dent
dent Nixon's attention, but
only as “an informational
matter,” on a subject that
was “not active.” )
Taub’s contrary version,
given in New York yester-
day, was that “Kissinger ap-
proved the plans,” asking

nam via Paris because the
story leaded out, causing
complications over his invi-
tation from North Vietnam’s
trade unions, which re-
guired secrecy.

In Paris, North Vietnam-
ese spokesmen  denied
knowledge of any invitation
to Hoffa and scoffed at the
idea. But Taub yesterday
said Hoffa “very likely will
20” to North Vietnam later
—although  Secretary of
State William P, Rogers on
Thursday indignantly can-
celed official validation for
Hoffa’s travel, on grounds of
“irregularities” in the wvali-
dation.

“We hold wvalid passports
and there is no need for us
to get any further approval
from Rogers,” Taub count-
ered in New York yesterday.

State Department officials
acknowledged there is no
hinding legal requirement

. for passport validation or

even for passports, for that
matter, for American citi-
zens to go to North Vietnam
if they do not seek passport
validation.

In addition to the Justice
Department’s  discussions
with Hoffa’s attorney, and
the 1.8, Parole Board’s ap-
proval of Hoffa’s travel on a
4.to-1 vote, Raymond F, Far-
rell, chief commissioner of
the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service, became
involved in expediting Hof-

- fa’s case.

eler  in the Kissinger-Tho |

For reasons nhot fully ex-
plained, officials said that
ahout a week ago Farrell tel-
ephoned Robert D. Johnson,
deputy ‘director of the State
Department’s Passport Of-
fice, to tell him that Hoffa
was coming over for pass.
port validation and that the
request had official ap-
proval,

On Wednesday, as offi-
rials reconstruected it, when

Hoffa and Taub appeared at -

the Passport Office, the only
documentation
sented was a copy of the let-
ter signed by Taub, dated

9 Sep 72

POW trip by Taub."

The letter said that ac-
companying Hoffa to Hanoi
would be Taub and Harold
Gibhons of St. Louis, a
Teamsters vice president
who visited North Vietnam
last March and who accom-.
panied Taub in the approach
to Kissinger last June,

Johnson, at the Passport
Office, telephoned an aide
in Kleindienst’s office, it
was said, and received veri-
fication of the authority for
Hoffa 'to travel abroad.

Johnson then reportedly tel-
ephoned a special assistant
in the State Department for
prisoner-of-war affairs,
Trank A. Sieverts, to ask if
that office had any objec-

tion to Hoffa’s travel, and
reportedly was told Sieverts
had none. Sieverts, however,
was only giving his special-
ist’s opinion, and was not
granting authorization. Pass-
port Office officials, never-
theless, reportedly con-
cluded that there was au-
thorization at levels far over
their heads, and granted the
passport.  validations to
Hoffa and Taub.

Secretary of State Wil-

liam P. Rogers was de.

scribed as “furious” when
he discovered, one day late,
what had happened. Rogers,
after a quick investigation
and hurried calls to the

' White House and the Justice

they pre- |

Department, revoked the
validations on grounds of
“irregularities.”

Rogers was put in a dou-
bhly awkward position be-
cause he previously attacked
former Attorney General
Ramsey Clark, a Democrat,
for Clark’s recent  trip to
Hanoi. In addition, Rogers
was said to regard it as
highly inappropriate for a
paroled ex-conviet, such as
Hoffa,~to be bargaining for
American prigoners of war
in Hanoi. .

State Department, spokes-
man Charles W. Bray said
vesterday that Rogers be-

. 6, and referred to by | lieves “individuals, or groups
gent by 7 | of individuals, ought not to

Kleindienst last night. This

ing there had been “negotia- .

tions” with Kleindienst, said

' that Hoffa holds “official au-

LA |

ery time a member:of Con-ym »
says do it this way or]as
won get .your . bill?”}|19
commissioner .- Nancy 1o
rter, a former aide to Sen.|Pl

pss
}l;ed

thorization, with unlimited
travel, to depart the U.S.A.
on Thursday, Sept. 7, 1872,
for - Hanoi, travelling via
Paris.”

L

letter, in addition to claim- inject themselves into nego-

tiations with other govern-
ments, and particularly
where the United States
governmentf, as a govern.
ment, is currently engaged
in negotiations of its own.”
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..+ Ziegler acknowledged that Kissinger discussed the trip with Hoffa's emissaries last
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