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Kissinger Linked

To Hoffa Puzzle

Examiner News Services
WASHINGTON — The strange aborted odyssey of
former Teamsters Union President James Hoffa to North
Vietnam took another turn today — his attorney said the
trip had the approval of none other than President Nixon’s

chief adviser, Henry Kissinger.

The trip ended just as it
was about~to begin yester-
day when another top Nixon
Administration official, Sec-
retary of State William Rog-
ers, disapproved it.

The attorney, William L. -

Taub of New York, said Kis-
singer was informed July 5

at the Western White House !

in San Clemente that Hoffa
had been invited by North
Vietnamese trade unions to
visit Hanoi.

Hoffa

the release of some U.S.

prisoners of war.
“Kissinger approved the

plans,” Taub said,

poned until after July 29,”
because of the peace talks.

Kissinger also, Taub
claimed, ‘“‘said he was going
to make arrangements”
with the U.S. Parole Board
for Hoffa, who is on parole
after a 4% year prison term
for jury tampering. The Pa-
role Board approved the
journey.

says his intention .
was to attempt to negotiate

“but
asked that the trip be post- .

The White House said to- |

day that Taub and another
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Hoffa representative had
seen™Kissinger at San Clem-
ente in June and again the
next month talked with Kis-
. singer’s ! chief deputy, Maj.

Gen. Alexander M. Haig, Jr.|
However, White House

Press Secretary Ronald Zie-
gler sdid the two were told
that the Nixon Administra-
tion opposed the kind of pri-
vate mission that Hoffa en-
visioned. .
Ziegler said the other Hoi-
fa envoy was Teamster Vice
president Harold Gibbons,
who has been to North Viet-

|
|

nam and who now is a lead- |

er ir_l a group of labor offi-

c1alsWsupporting George,

McGovern.,
Doubtil v
“Kissinger made it clear
at that time that we did not
support the trip and we did

not favor Hoffa as an emis-

sary,” Ziegler said. He said
Gibbons and Taub were giv-
en the same response when
they contacted Haig in July.

In Paris, a North Viet-
nameses delegate to the

peace talks said today that
to his knowledge Hoffa nev-
er received an invitation nor
a visa from Hanoi to visit
U.S. war prisoners. o

“It is very clear we would
never have received such a
delegation,” said the offi-
cial.

The White House’s firm
statement today that it op-
posed ‘Hoffa’s mission. con-
trasted starkly with the posi-
tion it'took yesterday when
Ziegler announced the trip
shortly-before a report of it
was ‘{0 appear in a Detroit
newspaper. .

- Then, Ziegler pointedly
refused to criticize the trip.

: Noncommittal

", Even when reporters con-

trasted the administration’s
attitude toward the Hoffa
visit with the angry attacks
it rained on frips by former
Attorney General Ramsey
Clark and actress Jane Fon-

" da, Ziegler stood firm, call-

ing the Hoffa journey ‘“‘a
strictly private effort.”

Similar noncommittal atti-
tudes were expressed atthe
State Department, whose
spokesman announced that
it had validated Hoffa’s
passport for travel to North
Vietnam.

But, according to the |

Washington Post, alarm was
spreading at ‘the top layer of
government about the impli-
cations of a new roaring

POWs

controversy over prisoners

of war in the midst of the

election campaign, -
So, in the afternoon, Hoffa

himself announced that the

trip was off. »

... Conditions .
But he did not even hint
that: the State Department
was; responsible.

Hoffa said. there were
“certain conditions”
the trip that caused him: to
cancel — for the time being
- at least.
“If we get these'certain
" problems resolved, then we
can go,” he said. “I don’t
care to dicuss it any fur-
ther.” :

Later, a State Department
spokesman, Charles Bray,
who .earlier had announced
that Hoffa’s passport had
been validated, called re-
porters back into his office
and: said it had been re-
voked.

He said Rogers had or-
dered this after he ‘had sat-
isfied himself that there
were irregularities, includ-
ing irregularities in the pro-
cedures, by which the vali-
dation had been approved.”

The spokesman wouldn’t
give allthe details but vol-
unteered that regulations
give only the director of the
State Department’s Office of
Security™and Consular Af-
fairs, Barbara Watson, and

her deputy authorization to
validate passports to visit

North Vietham.

Neither Miss Watson nor

her chief assistant was in-
volved, Bray said, adding
only that an unauthorized
department official he re-
fused to name had issued the
validation.

Taub, however. said Rob-
ert Johnson, counsel for the
passport office, had .ap-
proved the validation.

The Justice Department
also approved Hoffa’s travel
plans, Taub said, including
Deputy Attorney General
Ralph Erickson.

Jackass

Erickson, Taub said, told
him as late as 10 p.m. yes-
terday that Hoffa had the le-

gal right to still make the
trip.
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*Hoffa is being made to
look like a jackass,” Taub
said, “when it should be one
of those blunderers in the
State Department.”

Validations
Under current U.S. law

cand regulations, travel by

Americans to North Viet-
nam and a handful of other

_countries' can be undertaken

only if-approved by auth‘(_);j»v
ized State Department offi-
cials.

Validations generally are
limited to journalists, doc-
tors, scientists, scholars qnq
others who have compelling
humanitarian reasons for
making the frip.

Hoffa, officials said, d_ues
not meet any of the require-
ments. :




