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WASHINGTON, Aug. 21—
The. Nixon Administration
sought today to discourage
speculation that a breakthrough
in the Vietnam negotiations
had been achieved or was im-
minent.

Some officials were clearly
embarrassed by the attention
given in the last two days to
a published interview with Sec-
retary of State William P.
Rogeg;s, in which he said he
was' “convinced” that a ne-

gotiated settlement of the Viet-|

nam war would be achieved
either before or shortly after
the November elections.

. Department spokesman, said, “I

Both White House and State
Department spokesmen - were
instructed to say that. Mr.
Rogers had not intended to
make a “flat predicion” on
when the war might end. The
White House said that Mr.
Rogers was giving “a general
assessment based on his per-|
sonal appraisal of the situa-
tion.”

Hope, Not Prediction”

“He was expressing the hope
of the Administration f
early * settlement; sal
L. Warren, the depu ‘
House press secretary: “He was
not making a prediction. based
on-any event or any exchange
.thdt may or may not have
ogeurred.” =
#.Mr. Warren was apparently
king to make sure that news-
cunderstood  that
Rogers’s comments were not
directly related to ‘the recent
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| ently does not want to be ac-

Mr.|

p?i‘ai";ate conversations held by|

Henry A. Kissinger, the Presi-
nt’s adviser on national secu-

rity; in Paris with North:
namese negotiators and in
gon with President Nguyen Van
Thieu of South Vietnam.

In fact, from remarks made
by Administration officials, it
seemed possible that when Mr.
Rogers gave his interview:,
theg Knight newspapers: last
We;@nesday,%e had not yetbeen
informed of the results of Mr.
Kissinger’s meeting with Le Duc
Tho, the chief Hanoi n otia-;
tor, in Paris last Monday: ﬁ‘ﬂ

?
Briefing at Camp David

After returning to Washing-
ton, Mr. Kissinger briefed Pres-
ident Nixon and Mr. Rogers at
dinger Saturday night at Camp

night. :
" Robert J. McCloskey, the State

have no authority to establish
connections between the

Continued on Page 9, EO m K:

view and the Kissin)%er briefihg ‘
on Saturday nigﬁ%, or to ‘dis-|-

close any conclusions the Ad-
ministration may have reached.”

Mr. Rogers’s interview —
published yestérday ” in - the
Miami Herald and other Knight
newspapers — has caused some
irritation at the White House
because it went further than
either Mr. Nixon or Mr. Kis-
singer has been willing to go
in predicting when the war
would end.

Both Are Optimistic

Both Mr. Nixon and Mr.
Kissinger have expressed opti-
mism that the war would end

through negotiations. At his
most recent news conference!
July 27, the President said that!
the chance for a settlement was;
better than it had even been.
But they have avoided predict-
ing a firm date because of
Hanoi’s refusal up to now to
compromise its stand at the
negotiations.

The Administration appar-

cused of creating false expecta-
tions for political purposes dur-
ing the campaign.

Reacting to speculation in
some newspapers that a break-

through  had either been
achieved or was imminent, the
White House also advised

newsmen not to expect any
major disclosures about Viet-
nam in Mr. Nixon’s acceptance
speech at the Republican Con-
vention on Wednesday night.
Since North Vietnam, in/its
published commentaries, / has

23

denied that any changes in the|
Vietnam situation have resulted |
from the Paris talks, . hi
pregsion was left that.as
day, the situation had not
changed markedly on the diplo-
matic front.

Confidence of Accord

Despite the apparent stale-
mate, the White House and
Mr. Rogers apparently re-
main confident that there will
eventually be a negotiated
settlement. Mr. McCloskey said
that Mr. Rogers still stood on
the substance of his remarks.

Another official, in seeking
to explain the apparent con-
tradictions between Mr.
Rogers’s comments and those
of others, said: “Rogers was
predicting on the basis of the
Vietnam trends; he was not
predicting on the basis of the
actual negotiations.”

In  his  interview, Mr.
Rogers began by saying that
the North Vietnamese were
being intractable at the nego—"

tiating table.

“If you analyze the position
of the other side,” he said, “it
is simply this—a military take-
over of South Vietnam. They
want us to leave and stop
giving any economic or mili-
tary assistance to the- South
Vietnamese, and impose a gov-
ernment of their choosing on
the people of South Vietnam.”

“Now, that is unacceptable,” |
Mr. Rogers said.

He said if the United States
followed that course, “We
would be reneging on every-
thing we have represented and
everything we have stood for.”

More Optimistic Approach

When the interviewer inter-
preted his remarks as indicat-
ing ‘that the prospects for
peace were slim, Mr. Rogers
moved toward a more optimistic
approach.

He said that if the . North
Vietnamese pledged to continue
fighting indefinitely, “There is
no way to predict with certaint
how long it might last.” But
he added, “I don’t believe that
question is going to be a live
question.”

“I think that either we will
have a negotiated settlement
before the election, which I
think is a possibility, or we
will have one very soon after
President Nixon’s re-election,
because I think that the North
Vietnamese are having serious
military, economic and psy-
chological difficulties.

“The role of several of their
allies indicated that in the in-
ternational field most nations
feel that the war should be
ended by negotiation, and so
I think that will be the in-
evitable result of these pres-
sures.”

He Gives Four Reasons

Questioned further, Mr. Rog-
ers gave four reasons why he
thbught the North Vietnamese
would “want -to work out a
settlement.”
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The first was his belief that
Hanol’s invasion of South Viet-
nam “has not been successful.”
Second, the American bomb-
ing of North Vietnam and the
mining of harbors “have been
successful.” Third, “I think the
word is beginning to get back
to the North Vietnamese people
that this is a hopeless endeavor
for them to be engaged in, that
they realize that the South
Vietnamese are fighting very
well.” Fourth, Mr. Ragers said,
“You find that the inte i
community is largel pp
ing President Nixon in‘the pro-
posal that he has made to bring
about a peaceful seftlement.”

“Now, whether that happens
before the election or shortly
thereafter, 1 don’t know, but
I am convinced it will. happen,”
he said. . “

Mr. McCloskey said today
that he was present at Mr.
Rogers’s interview and had the
impression that when Mr. Rog-
ers said “‘shortly” after the
elections, “he thought in terms
of months, rather than days or
weeks.”
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Mon 14 Aug - Kissinger holds seeend meeting with Le Duec Tho,
Paris; flies to Switzerland

Tues 15 Aug - Kissinger leaves Switzerland

' Wed 16 Aug - Rogers gives intv to Knight newspapers,

published 20 Aug '
- = Kissinger arrives Saigon

Fri 18 Aug - Kissinger leaves Saigon
Sat 19 Aug - Kissinger briefs Nixon and Rogers, Camp David
Sun 20 Aug - Rogers intv published ’

Is it likely that Rogers was not informed of results of
Tho-Kissinger meetings, by Wednesday, when the talks
were ended on Monday?

How can there be any. commeetion between the Rogers intv,
given on Wednesday, the the Kissinger briefing on Saturday?



