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Demos and the ‘Missed Signal’

‘White House Rebuttal on

Washington

The Nixon administra-
tion returned yesterday to
the attack against charges

. by Democratic vice presi-
dential candidate Sargent
Shriver and others that
claimed it “blew” an op-
portunity in early 1969 to
disengage from the Indo-
china war.

A 13-page document, de-
scribed as an ‘“evaluation

paper’” on the dispute, was Il )
 misrepresenting what he.

circulated to news editors
over the name of Herbert G.
Klein, director of communi-
cations for the executive
branch. State Department
press spokesman Robert J.
McCloskey said it is “as
honest an accounting ...as
one could produce” without
opening the files “totally.”

The new summary reiter-
ates, ‘“There was no peace
opportunity, real or possible,
during the period in ques-
tion.”

This time the administra-
tion centered its fire on
statements supporting Shri-
ver that were made last Sat-
urday by W. Averell Harri-
man, chief United States

nal, are not supportedby the |
facts.” 1
“ . . Our bestestimates,”
the White House summary
states, “‘indicate that the
NVA (North Vietnamese .
army) withdrawal was only |
about 50 per cent from the
northernmost provinces and
less than 20 per cent from
South Vietnam as a whole.”

Harriman countered yes- |

That is precisely the point,
Harriman said yesterday,
about a disagreement that
has become unnecessarily
confused in semantics about
a ‘‘signal.”

“This was all a matter of
judgment and opinion,” said
Harriman.

REDUCTION
There can be no dispute,

terday that the Nixon ad-}he said, that ‘“‘there was a

ministration apparently is !

said in order to challenge it.

What  Harriman and
Vance actually said last Sat-
urday was: ‘“At that time
North Vietnam had signalled
its willingness to reduce the |
level of violence by with-|
drawing almost 90 per cent '
of its troops — 22 of 25 regi-
ments — from the northern
two provinces which had
been the area of fierce fight-
ing.”

PENTAGON

"Harriman noted that the
Nixon administration chal-
lenge yesterday omitted any
reference to ‘‘two’ prov-

! inces.

peace negotiator in Paris for

the Johnson administration
in 1968, and Cyrus R. Vance,
then his deputy.

ESTIMATES

The White House study
said claims by Harriman
and Vance that in October-
November, 1968, the North
Vietnamese withdrew 90 per
cent of their forces from the
‘“northernmost  provinces”

of South Vietnam, “and that !

this represented a peace sig-

“I know my figures are
‘absolutely right,” said Har-
riman; ‘‘they came directly
from the Pentagon repre-
sentative in the State De-
partment.” The public re-
cord shows that Harriman
has used these figures since

reduction in fighting. We
thought it was significant,
and that the opporfunity
should be taken to try to re-
duce the level of violence.
Clark Clifford (thenTSecre—
tary of Defense) and Vance
and I agreed with it — oth-

ers didn’t.” ;

Among those who dis-

agreed, and who are cited in

the current White House
documentation, was | Dean
Rusk, then Secretary of
State. Rusk said this week,
“There were some people on
our side who attached some
significance to the with-
drawal of the North Viet-
namese forces across the
DMZ (demilitarized‘ zone)
back in the late part ?f 1968,
but the North Vietnamese
negotiators didn’t give any
hint that this was a signor a
signal.”

The State Department’s
McCloskey said yesterday
that “we found no record
citing these (troop) rede-

ployments” as ‘“a signal”

warranting action.

REPLY

Harriman replied, “We
wouldn’t have telegraphed
about some aspect of the or-
der of battle ... the fact
that Washington was consi-
dering it was evident from
what Clark Clifford said.”

“We never had achance”
to press the point in negotia-
tions, said Harriman, for ne-
gotiations were blocked aft-
er the U.S. halted the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam o¢n
Nov. 1, 1968. South Vietnam-
ese President Nguyen Van

. Thieu refused to send a dele-
| gation to Paris until just be-

fore the Nixon administra-
tion took office.

The White House study,
however, repeats the charge
made by Secretary of State
William P. Rogers earlier
this week that Harriman
and Vance “had three
months to act on the sup-
posed signal “before Presi-
dent Nixon took office. If
there was any lost opportun-
ity, they missed it.”
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1969.

Hafriman said the admin-
istration’s ‘50 per cent fig-

| ure” probably is based cn

statistics ‘“from all five
provinces of I Corps — not
the two provinces Vance and
I were talking about.”

The former ambassador
said he does not dispute that
the Nixon administration in
early 1969 and many offi-
cials of the Johnson adniin-
istration in 1968 concluded
there was no ‘‘signal” that
impelled them to take ac-
tion, as the new study
states.
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