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White House, Rebutting Shriver,
Denies Peace Chance Was Lost
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 18 —
The White House issued a re-
buttal today of charges made
by Sargent Shriver, the Demo-
cratic Vice-Presidential nomi-
nee, that President Nixon
“blew” an opportunity to end
the Vietnam war in 1969.
“There was no peace oppor-
tunity, real or possible, during
the period in question,” the
White House said.

The rebuttal was issued by
Herbert G. Klein, director of
communications for the execu-
tive branch, and was mailed
to editors and correspondents
here and in other cities. Mr.
Klein’s covering letter said that
the information had been com-
piled by the National Security
Council, the Defense Depart-
ment, and the State Depart-
ment.

Shriver Backers Ignored

The document took issue, not
only with Mr. Shriver's com-
ments, which already have
been sharply attacked by Sec-
retary of State William P. Rog-
ers, but also with a support-
ing statement issued by W,
Averell Harriman and Cyrus
R. Vance, who served as the
Johnson Administration’s chief
negotiators in Paris.

But even though the docu-
ment attacked the statement
made by Mr. Harriman and Mr.
Vance, it attributed it to Mr.

tical impact.

gotiations by withdrawing 90
per cent of its forces from the
northern provinces of South
Vietnam in the fall of 1968.
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of the northernmos

Shriver, presumably for poli-|

The document denied an al-|"
legation by Mr. Harriman andf
Mr. Vance that North Vietnam|
had signaled its interest in ne-|
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mates, the North Vietnamese
Army in fact moved less than
50 per cent of itstorces out

t provinces
of South Vietnam. As for. the
country as a whole, we esti-
mate the North Vietnamese
Army withdrew less than 20
per cent of its forces,” it said.
The document. then sum-
marized findings of a Nixon
Administration study, reported
at length in Wednesday’s edi-
tions of The New York Times.
That study said that the with-
drawal had been a result of
both military and political rea-
sons, with the political factor
limited to an effort to get the
United States to halt the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam com-
pletely. \

“The study revealed no read-
iness on Hanoi’s part to com-
promise on its own negotiating
demands,” it said. |

sought a job in the Nixon Ad-

1969.. Mr. Shriver denied on
television last week that he
had sought a job.

In another attack on Mr.|
Shriver, the White House re-|:
port said that Mr. Shriver had|!

ministration in a meeting with :
John D. Ehrlichman of the|:
White House staff on Oct. 25,|°

“According to our best esti-
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