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Clark Clarifies
Belief on POWs

By Charles Howe

Former Attorney Gen-
eral Ramsey " Clark said
here yesterday he be-

lieves that if George Mc-

‘Govern is elected Presi-
‘dent this will lead to
freedom for American
prisoners of war’” in North
Vietnam.

But at ajam-packed press
conference at the St. Fran-
cis Hotel, Clark hastened (o
“add that if the current ad-
ministration stops bombing
North Vietnam, neither
peace nor a release of the
prisoners will automatically
follow.
" Just: back from a two-
week tour of North Vietnam.
Clark suggested he was mis-
quoted in some reports of a

two-minute press conference ;

he held at San Francisco In-
ternational Airport Sunday
night. ‘
IMPRESSION
On Sunday night some re-
porters covering Clark’s ar-
rival got the impression he
had said American prisoners
would be released as soon as
the bombing of North Viet-
nam was stopped by the
Nixon administration.
But at yesterday’s confer-

ence — attended by more
than 100 journalists — Clark
said he ‘“‘certainly didnt

mean to give that impres-
sion
mean to say that if, in fact, |
said it."”

Clark said he made his
two-week tour ‘“‘as a private
citizen. T do not speak for
George McGovern. I am,
nowever, for McGovern,” he
" added. both as a Democrat
and as a partisan of McGov-
ern’s end-the-war-now poli-
tics.

BOMBING

His voice sometimes ris-
ing, Clark reaffirmed earlier
statements he had made of
widespread destruction -— of
homes, schools, dikes,
churches and hospitals — by
American bombing.

.. I certainly didn't

During his two-week visit,
Clark said, he spent more
than an hour discussing the
war with Nguyen Duy Trinh,
North Vietnam’s foreign
minister and deputy pre-
mier.

Clark said Trinh, repeated
his country’s position that
““the 'political and military

sroblems” of all of Vietnam

are inseparable.

Clark said Trinh told him
the 500 known American pri-
soners will be releaseed ‘if
there is reached a setile-
ment on the seven points” —
the key elements involving
American withdrawal irom
Vietnam, removing suppo
irom the Thieu government
in the South and the creaiion
of a tripartite coalition gov-
ernment,

While in North Vietnam,

P oS

where he covered more than
600 miles during his travels,
Clark said he was “invited”
to speak on Radio Hanoi but
declined the invitation.

“I was born an American

[ will die an Ameri-
can,”’ he said. “What I have
to say (today) I will say di-
rectly to the American peo-
ple.” he told the press con-
ference.

Remarks attributed to
Clark have been reportedly
broadcast over Radio Hanoi
and Clark has received

Jmuch criticism  from some

%epublican leaders, amoag
them former Attorney Gen-
eral John Mitchell,

“Name calling is not going
to solve the problem,” Clark
said.

DIKES
Clark said a team of

French scientists acecom-

| panying him during his stay

in -North Vietnam is still
studying photographs and
other documents.to deter-

miine if the United States is

~deliberately bombing dikes

— a policy that could lead to
massive flooding.

“But T intend to ask the
Defense Department about
the bombings,” Clark adde:].

Ticking off the damaged
civilian areas he saw and’
with his voice rising almest
to a shout, Clark said:

“The bombing is whu-
mane beyond description

it is killing little babies
and old men . . . I'm kind of

« slow to get mad but whenl

get mad. by God. I gel mad .

Despite the punishment hy
air that, North Vietnam is
taking daily, Clark said, the
people were uniformly kind
to him.

“But helieve me. it's hard.
when they (North Viet-
namese) look you in the tace
and say: ‘Why do you bomb
2"

“God knows. I can't rell
them why!”



