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TOM WICKER New Orleans States-Item 

Nation suffers a moral 
sees no wrong in bombi 

The Vietnam war has generated so 
much dishonesty and moral blindness 
through three administrations that the 
nation now appears to consider these 
normal. So there is no particular outcry 
over the disclosures that numerous "pro-
tective reaction" raids on North Vietnam 
have been staged, to let American fliers 
bomb what they wanted to bomb, when 
they wanted to bomb it. 

These unprovoked attacks were staged 
in violation of stated American policy, 
of the military rules of engagement aris-
ing from that policy, of the "understand-
ing" by which the Johnson Admin-
istration's bombing campaign had been 
stopped and the Paris peace talks 
started in 1968, and of simple honesty. 

It is not yet clear that high civilian 
officials in the Nixon Administration 
knew of these staged attacks, but high 
military officials seem to have known. 
That no one in authority is particularly 
upset about the matter is suggested by 
the facts that General Lavelle was not 
court martialed but permitted to retire 
at three star rank, and that the Penta-
gon has said no further "active investi-
gations" are being made. 

One group that certainly knew these 
illegal, staged air attacks were taking 
place is the North Vietnamese govern-
ment; its officials keep up with what is 
in the American press and therefore 
they knew all along that deliberate at-
tacks were being officially reported by 
the American government as "protective 
reaction." 

There must have been some laughter 
of the cynical variety in Hanoi, there-
fore, when the Nixon Administration sol-
emnly accused the North Vietnamese of 
violating the "understanding" when their 
forces crossed the Demilitarized Zone 
last spring; for the violation was of an  
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