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Top Secret’ Talks
With Ho Chi Minh

Jack Anderson
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HE LATE Ho Chi Minh, father of
North Vietnam, was sounded out
about a peace settlement before he died.
We have now obtained a report; still clas-
sified “lop secret,” on the historic meet-
ing.
The approach was arranged by Henry
Kissinger before he became President
. Nixon’s foreign policy adviser. He sent
two French friends, Herbert Marcovich
and Raymond Aubrac, to Hanoi with a
U.S. offer to stop bombing North Vietnam.
The aging Ho, who had once stayed in
Aubrac’s home, received his former host
on July 24, 1967. °
* * ¥
‘ERE IS Kissinger's report of the
% meeting, based on Aubrac’s notes:
“Aubrac said that what struck him im-
mediately was how old Ho had become,
He was dressed in a Chinese gown and
walked with the aid of a cane. However,
his intelligence was unimpaired, his eyes
still had their old sparkle. He seemed to
enjoy playing the role of a grandfather
f.ig‘ure, not concerned with details.
“‘Aubrac had brought as a gift a little
colored stone egg. Ho gave three presents
in return: silk for Aubrac’s daughter,
soma . books, and a ring made of metal
from the 2000th- U.S. plane claimed to
have been shot down over Vietnam. He
umembered the first names of all of Au-
hrac’s three chﬂdlen
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