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Russ President
Flies to Hanoi

CALCUTTA — (AP) — So- .

viet President Nikolai Pod-
gorny arrived in Calcutta to-

day en route to Hanoi, touch-

ing off speculation he is-on a
peace mission.
. Padgorny told reporter
“The Vietnam problem
\should ‘be solved fast and the
‘Amesicans should cease
their bombing there.”
© Ezxperienced diplomats in
Moscow saw Podgorny’s vis:
it to Hanoi as an effort to
bring peace to Vietnam, al-
though they conceded they
had no solid information to
support their conclusion.
The diplomats speculated
that Podgorny’s trip was:a

nebult of a Soviet-U:S. un-’

derstandmd on Vietnam
;reached during President
I\Jm{m §. summit meetmg in

Moscow with Soviet Commu— .

nlst Party chief Leomd
Brezhnev.

Podgorny had planned to
spend only an hour in Cal-
cutta while his plane was re-

.fueled, but-bad weather de-
“layed his" departure until to-

morrow.
- What Nixon and Brezhnev
said to each other undoubt-

- edly will be one of the major

item;;,df discussion between
Podgorny and the North
Vietnamese, along with
what the Russians can do to
get' around the interruption
in their supply of war mate-
rials to Hanoi because of the
American mining of North
Vietnam’s habors.

There "was also specula-
tion that U.S. fighter-
bombers will be kept well
away from the Hanoi area.

during Podgorny’s visit. -




