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POW 'Statement' Assails 
Bombing, Hanoi Claims 

Paris 
North Vietnamese rep 

resentatives at the Paris 
talks last night distrib-
uted a statement alleged-
ly signed by eight captive 
U.S. pilots describing the 
bombing of North Viet-
nam as "futile." 

The statement contained 
in a North Vietnamese news 
agency dispatch received 
here, said t h e bombing 
would only lead to the 
"death and capture of many 
more Americans, as well as 
endangering the lives of 
those already there." 

It called on Americans to 
demand an end to the Viet-
nam war and the resump-
tion of, the peace negotia-
tions in Paris. 

The statement, distributed 
by North Vietnam's delega-
tion to the stalled peace 
talks, was allegedly signed 
by Commander Walter E. 
Wilber, Lieutenant C o m- 

mander David W. Hoffman, 
Captain Kenneth J. Fraser, 
Captain Lynn E. Guenther, 
Lieutenant Colonel Edison 
W. Miller, Captain James D. 
Cutler, Lieutenant Norris A. 
Charles and Captain Edwin 
A. Hawley. 

It was addressed: "To the 
people of the United States 
and the Congress of the U.S. 
from a group of pilots cap-
tured in the Democratic 
Republic of North Vietnam 
(DRVN)." 

"Despite a bombing halt 
announced in 1968, the Presi-
dent ordered the resumption 
and authorized the continua-
tion of the bombing of the 
DRVN with a variety of ex-
cuses to justify the raids," 
the statement said. 

"We, the detained Ameri-
cans in Hanoi, could not help 
but be • struck by the futility 
of such action." 

The statement said that 
the "peace of Hanoi and 

Hai hong was shattered by 
American  aircraft and 
bombs,' on April 16. 

a n y Innocent people 
die a totally needless and 
sen eless death," it said. 

" o bombing of Hanoi and 
Hai hong will cause the Pro-
visio al Revolutionary Gov-
ernment (PRG) of the Re-
public of South Vietnam and 
the I) RVN to come begging 
for eace," it added. 

e pilots said that they 
had "come to know the Viet-
nam se people, a n d we 
kno that no bombing or 
thre t of death is going to 
still the spirit that lives in 
their hearts." 

Th Vietnamese would not 
settl for a peace "short of 
free om and independence," 
they said. 

statement appealed to 
Arne leans to "exercise your 
right, and responsibilities, 
and emand an end to the 
war ow." 

Reuters 


