T o -~
SFExaminer

MAY 10 1972
SFExaminer

Viet Red
Appeal
To Exiles

By Milt Freudenheim

PARIS — (CDN) — Top
Vietnamese Communist offi-
cials here have been con-
tacting France’s large and
influential exiled Vietnam-
ese community since Ha-
noi’s recent military victo-
ries. .

Their object is to gain ad-
herents and prepare for a
coalition government to re-
place South Vietnam Presi-
dent Nguyen Van Thieu.

Le Duc Tho of Hanoi’s
Politburo and Madame Ngu-
ven Thi Binh, head of the
South Vietnamese Provision-
al Revolutionary Govern-
ment, have been inviting in-

fluential exiles for a series

of talks.
There are from 40 to 100

South Vietnamese political

and military figures here,
pncluding at least a dozen
high army ' officers and
around 20 former cabinet
ministers or political lead-
ers. ¢

Gen. Nguyen Khanh, a for-
mer South Vietnamese chief
of state, for example, reg-
ularly receives invitations to
PRG National Day recep-
tions, which he doesn’t at-
tend.
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But Khanh has be‘en
snubbed by the South Viet-
namese government officials
here, including Saigon’s
chief negotiator, Ambassia-
dor Pham Dang Lam, who
Khanh had appointed am-
bassador.

Allied sources denied re-
ports that Le Duc Tho ax?d
White House adviser Hem“y
Kissinger had discussgd
names of possible alterna-

tives to Thieu in a compro- |
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Communist contacts. with

the expatriates here have
been using a ‘‘soft-sell” ap-
proach explaining the war
and political developments

from the Hanoi and PRG

viewpoint.

The PRG peace plan calls
for a three-part” ‘‘nation
concord” government to r
place Thieu and arrang
elections. It specifically .
open to expatriate Vietnam
ese but would consist main],
of PRG, neutralist and fo1
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ple.
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