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Washington 
The White House said 

yesterday that President 
Nixon hopes his tough 
sea quarantine of North 
Vietnam NVill not prevent 
his talking: with Soviet 
leaders in Moscow later 
this month. 

Henry A. Kissinger, the 
President's assistant for 
national security affairs, 
told a White House news 
conference that Mr. Nixon 
r ea lizes his attempt to 
block arms-carrying Rus-
sian ships from Haiphong 
and other northern ports 
confronts Soviet leaders 
with "short-term difficul-
ties." 

However, Kissinger said 
the chief executive still be-
lieves the two superpowers 
are on the. verge of forging 
"a new era in East-West re-
lation s" that could be 
spurred by Mr. Ni x on's 
scheduled May 22-29 visit to 
Russia. 

RISK 
Kissinger acknowledged 

that Mr, Nixon's decision to 
mine approaches to North 
Vietnamese ports often used 
by So vi et shipping '"of 
coltrse involves some risk." 
Blifine said the administra-
tion 'decided "it did not in-
volVe an unacceptable risk." 

As for Mr. Nixon's order 
to cut rail lines linking 
North Vietnam and main-
land China — another major 
route for war supplies -
Kissinger discounted t h e 
possibility that the Peking 
government might get,  edgy, 

"We will take great care," 
he said, "that the People's 
Republic of China will not 
misunderstand o u r inten-
tions." 

In another development 
yesterday,  Secretary of 
State William P. Rogers in-
definitely postponed resump- 

See Back Page 

tion of a tour of Western Eu, 
rppean countries interrupted 
when he was called hoin# 
for a Monday meeting of the 
National Security 'C ouncil 
that preceded Mr. Nixon's 
latest Vietnam moves. 

Rogers had been on an 
eight-country trip to brief al-
lies on plans for Mr :Nixon's 
Moscow trip. Kissinger said 
the U.S. govern *t has yet 
to receive any indication 
from the Soviets as to 
whether they feel the visit 
should be made  as sched-
uled. 

He surmised that a day or 
so might pass before a reac-
tion is received. Meanwhile, 
he said the United States is 
continuing with prepara-
tions. 

The security affairs advis-
er said the U.S. government 
in recent months "perhaps 
underestimated the massive 
influv of offensive weapons, 
particularly from the Soviet 
Union," for use by Hanoi's 
forces. 	 . 

tvi  These Soviet shipm As; 
he contended, tipped , e 
military balance in favor,of 
North Vietnam. 

If Mr. Nixon's stringent 
new moves created Nine 
difficulties for the Soviets, 
he said, Mr. Nixon's pros-
pective hosts "perinitted a 
situation that posed massive 
difficulties for us." 

While picturing Mr. Nixon 
as having been forced by 
events to impose an air-sea 
quarantine "with enormous 
pain and great reluctance," 
Kissinger said t h e U.S. 
stands ready to resume pub-
lic or private peace talks. If 
Hanoi balks at the prospect 
now, he suggested, it might 
later find reason to change 
its mind. 

In his speech, Mr. Nixon 
proposed a complete Ameri-
can withdrawal from Viet-
nam within four months of 
the start of an international-
ly supervised cease -fir e 
throughout Indochina and 
the release of American 
prisoners of war. 

Although snmiar propos-
alse-have been rn de, before, 
it was stressed that the 
President did net demand 
that North Vi e n am es e 
forces in Sou Vietnam 
should pull back o positions 
they held before launching 
their invasion ore than 
five weeks ago. 

Some diploma c Observ-
ers believe the P esident in 
effect had recog ' ed the 
difficulty of resto 'ng the old 
lines and is prep red to see 
a political settle ent based 
on the reality of 'wer and 
territorial occupa ion as it 
existed today. 

Asked about his view, Kis-
singer 'said he wo Id not dis-
cuss the U.S. posit on should 
a serious negotiat on begin 
but he added that "we would 
approach the nego 
a generous spirit." 

Kissinger said 
events will show 
Mr. Nixon's tactic 
ceed. 

In any event, h 
would not expect 
quarantine t o a 
heaVy fighting in S 
nam during the n 
weeks. But, after t 
should be some im 
plan to curtail Ha 
goods succeeds, he 

Kissinger indica 
there are two s 
thought within the 
tration regIrding 
volvement in the sit 

• That Mosco 
ceived, planned and 
the current Hanoi 
with the aim of s 
Mr. Nixon to, maxi 
militation prior to 
cow visit. 

• The Soviets did 
the operation but, 
they were the maj 
of weapons, "must 
of the responsibility 

Kissinger said, " 
to lean toward the 
terpretation. " 

He spoke scornfu 
way Hanoi's Le 
handled his most re 
vate conference wit 
ger, in Paris a weel 

While the Whitp H 
viser said he gay 
antes that the Unit 
would listen to "every con-
ceivable appro'ach" in nego-
tiations, Le Duc Tho repeat- 
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e tend 
atter in- 

ed verbatim a time - worn 
Communis t  formula. Said 
Kissinger: 

"What we heard could 
have been clipped from a 
newspaper and sent to u8 
throitgh the mail." 
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