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struggle of the Vietnamese, 
people against the American 
aggression." 

"Questions connected with 
the development and streng-
t h e n i n g of Soviet-Viet-
namese relations as, well 
as some questions of mutual 
interest were discussed in 
the course of the conversa-
tions, "that passed in an at-

..rnapshere of cordiality, fra-
ternal friendship and mutual 
understanding," Tass added. 

Reassurances 
Western diplomatic 

sources said they rated the 
mission as a bid to "assure 
the North Vietnamese that 
were still friends and every-
thing is all right, in the 
wake of the Kissinger visit 
and prior to the President's 
arrival." 

The presence of both gov-
ernment and party leaders 
in the Soviet mission indicat-
ed the visit was not just a 
routine review o f policy 
matters, diplomatic sources, 
said. 
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