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source said today thatibefore
the United States decided to

secret  arrange-
ments had been worked out
with Hanoi and Moscow for
resumption of private
peace talks as well.
ment; the United Statesi-dele-
gation ended its month-long
boycott of the formal peace
conference in Paris yesterday,
while in Hamoi, Le Duc Tho,
the Politburo member respon-
sible for the secret negotia-
tions, left for Paris by way of
Peking and Moscow to meet
with, :American officials.’
dnitiMoscow, the  Soviet
Union' said today that it saw
a victory for the Vietnamese
Communists in President Nix-
on’s . decision to resume the
talks. [Page 11.]

According to the Washing-

ton:, “source, North Vietnam
and the United States have
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sdges in the last month since
the North Vietnamese offen-
!sive began in South Vietnam.
JThe arrangements for the
,resumption of talks reported-
"ly hegan to be made after the;
American bombing of the
Hanoi'and Haiphong area two
weeks ago. Final deails were
said to have been wbrked out
while Henry A. XKissinger,
President Nixon’s adviser on
national security, was‘in Mos-
cow last weekend for four
days of talks with Leonid I

Brezhnev, the  Communist
party leader.
Mr. Brezhnev reportedly

urged Mr. Nixon to resume
talks with the North Viet-
namese, suggesting that the
secret negotiations with Le Duc
Tho might prove productive.
Mr. Kissinger, who had met
privately a dozen times with
Le Duc Tho and other North
Vietnamese diplomats since
/1969, would be the person éx-
‘%:lcted to meet again with Mr.
‘ho.

-Session Marked by Polemics

.Mr. Nixon, after hearing Mr.
Kissinger’s report on Monday,
puf, into operation the ma-
chinery that led to the an-
nouncement on Tuesday night

exchanged a series of mes-
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that the United States would
return to the regular * Paris
session on Thursday. Yester-

i

- day’s meeting was marked by
polemics from each side, ac-
cusing the other of bad faith
and aggression.

But in Hanoi, the North
Vietnamese press agency an-
nounced that “after the United
States agreed to resume the
plenary sessions” of the Paris

'In his speech that night, Mr.
Nixon said that the United
States was resuming the Paris
negotiations “with the firm ex-
pectation that productive talks
leading to rapid progress will
follow through all available

c@%nels.” 4
~The mention of “all available
channels” was an allusion to
the  secret talks, which have
generally been held in an at-
mosphere freer of rhetoric than
that of the formal sessions.
Newsmen have pressed Ad-
ministration spokesmen to state
what Mr. Nixon’s groinds were
for his “firm expectation” of
progress. But so far the an-
swers have been vague, possi-
bly because of the decision
here not to make known the
details of Mr. Kissinger’s Mos-
cow trip or the exchange of
messages with Hanoi in recent
weeks.
Hanoi-Haiphong Raids Barred
Administration officials have
noted that the North Vietnam-
ese, as part of their major
offensive, have put equal stress
in public statements on the
need for victories in the mili-
tary, political and diplomatic
spheres. This explains, the of-
ficials said, the willingness of
Hanoi to resume talks, even
though part of its country is
being bombed by American
warplanes. :
But the Administration, awar
lof the sensitivity of the North
Vietnamese and the Russians
to bombing of Hanoi and Hai-
phong, barred further raids
against those cities after the in-
itial attacks on April 15 and
16. Officially, the Administra-
tion denies that it has ruled
out any targets in the current
fighting, but officials, includ-
ing Mr. Kissinger, have hinted
that Hanoi and Haiphong would
remain off-limits until North
Vietnam’s diplomatic posture is
thoroughly explored.

talks, Le Duc Tho “on the same
day left Hanoi for Paris”—a
signal to the Americans that
North Vietnam was living up
‘tQ its part of the arrangement
for resuming secret talks.
Administration officials are
said to have no evidence, how-
ever, that the talks—either in
public or private—will neces-
sarily prove more productive
than previous rounds of talks.
“The Administration—particu-
darly Mr. Kissinger—seems to
“believe that the current North
Vietnamese offensive is a pre-
lude to serious bargaining by
the. enemy. On Wednesday
night, before Mr. Nixon’s Viet-
nam speech, Mr. Kissinger told
nefysmen that news reports-of
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a-Le Duc Tho’s return to Paris

were a good sign.




