
Text of Statement by North 
Special to The New York Times 

PARIS, April 20—Following 
is the text of a statement 
issued in English• here today 
by the North Vietnamese 
Government, describing the 
1968 negotiations with the 
United States that led to a 
halt in American bombing of 
the North: 

Along,  with the public con-
versations started on May 13, 
1968, there took place the 
private meetings between the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam and, the United States 
which led tO the cessation of 
U.S. bombardments against 
the DRVN arid the conven-
ing of the ,Paris conference 
on Vietnam. 

In the private meetings 
held during the period from 
June 26 to Sept. 15, 1968, the 
U.S. side insisted 6n discuss-
ing about "the circumstances 
following the cessation of the 
bombing," that is to say, it 
posed conditions of recipro-
city for the U.S. cessation of 
bombardments. The DRVN 
side firmly demanded that 
the United States stop its 
bombardments completely and 
and unconditionally, .and at 
last the U.S. side accepted 
that position of the DRVN. 

!At the Sept. 20, 1968, pri-
vate meeting, the U.S. side 
ceased insisting on the afore-
said "circuinstances"; it how-
ever called for "serious talks" 
with the participation of the 
Saigon administration's rep-
resentatives to find a political 
solution to the Vietnam prob-
lem, as condition for the 
bombing halt. To show its 
goodwill; the DRVN side 
agreed to this requirement, 
and • continuing their discus-
sions, on Oct. 30, 1968, the 
two sides agreed, on the time 
and date of the U.S. cessa-
tion of bombardments, and 
those for the convening of 
the four-party conference in 
Paris. 

Following is the essential 
contents of those private 
meetings: 

The viewpoint of the United 
States was that it would stop 
bombing the DRVN, and after 
the cessation of the bombing 
the two sides would put in 
practice a number of ques-
tions which the United States 
called "circumstances": 

1 Restoration of the DMZ; 
2 No military build-up on 

both sides; 
3 Starting substantive talks, 

in which each side would be 
free to raise the problems of 
its concern, the U.S. side said: 
"Our side will include repre- 

sentatives of the Republic of 
Vietnam. Your side will in-
clude any representatives you 
will invite"; 

4 No major attacks against 
Saigon, Hue and Danang. 

The U.S. side demanded 
that the two sides must dis-
cuss and agree on these ques-
tions before it would stop 
bombing the DRVN. 
`Conditions' and 'Reciprocity' 

The DRVN side pointed out 
that the U.S. proposal was in 
fact a cessation of bombard-
ments "with conditions" and 
on the basis of "reciprocity," 
because the U.S. bombing 
halt was contingent on the 
discussion and agreement on 
questions arising in a later 
period. Therefore, the DRVN 
side firmly demanded that 
the United States completely 
and unconditionally stopped 
its bombardments and all 
other acts of war against the 
DRVN. 

At the September 12, 1968, 
private meeting, Mr. Le Dur 

• Tho said: "Before the discus-
sion of the questions aimed 
at finding a political solution 
to the Vietnam problems, you 
must unconditionally stop 
the bombardments and all 
other acts of war against the 
DRVN. After that the two 
sides will discuss the prob-
lems that either side may 
raise. 

"Such is our constructive 
proposal; such is our consis-
tent position; there is no 
change at all." 

At the same September 12, 
1968, private meeting, Am-
bassador Harriman said: "We 
both agree that for better 
talks to begin, all bombings 
must be stopped. You have 
called for unconditional stop 
of the bombing. We accept 
that." However, the U.S. side 
still reiterated its military 
conditions for the bombing 
halt and considered them 
very important elements re-
lating to the cessation of 
bombardment." 

After Harriman's Return 
At the private meeting on 

Sept. 15, 1968, Mr. Le Duc 
Tho reaffirmed: "We demand 
an unconditional end to the 
bombing and all other acts 
of war against the DRVN, 
without 'reciprocity.' You 
have accepted that. After you 
unconditionally stop the 
bombing and all other acts of 
war against the DRVIT, we 
will sit down and discuss. 
You will raise your problems, 
We will raise ours." 

The Sept. 20, 1968, private  

meeting took place after 
Ambassador Harriman's re-
turn from the United States. 
The U.S. side raised the ques-
tion of the two sides "agree-
ing on serious talks with the 
participation of the repre-
sentatives of the Republic of 
Vietnam" after the U.S. ces-
sation of the bombing, con-
sidering it as a "major factor 
for the United States to stop 
bombing North Vietnam." 
Ambassador Harriman said: 
"What is new is the state-
ment that my Government 
authorized me to say that 
your agreement on this ques-
tion could be a major factor 
facilitating the decision to 
end the bombing." 

After being asked by the 
ARVN side whether the point 
that the U.S. side had just 
raised was the only condi-
tion, whether the U.S. would 
stop the bombing only when 
the two sides had agreed on 
that question, Ambassador 
Harriman replied: "We think 
that our Government will not 
come to an agreement to stop 
the bombing unless we agree 
on this point." Then he add-
ed: "I don't think this is a 
condition in any form. We 
also take note of your views 
on stopping the bombing 
without conditions." 

At the private meeting on 
Oct. 15, 1968, after inform-
ing the DRVN side that he 
had received instructions 
from Washington, Ambassa-
dor Harriman said: 

Four-Delegation Meeting 
"We are prepared to order 

the cessation of bombard-
ments and all other acts in-
volving the use of force 
against the entire territory 
of the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam if you agree to 
begin serious talks the next 
day after the cessation of 
bombing, and in such discus-
sions, representatives of the 
Government of the Republic 
of Vietnam will participate on 
our side. If your answer on 
this issue of participation of 
representatives of the Gov-
ernment of South Vietnam is 
affirmative, we can tell you 
that the order to stop all 
bombardments will be given 
within the next day or two." 

Minister Xuan Thuy replied; 
"You can report to Washing-
ton the following: After the 
United States unconditionally 
stops the bombing and all 
other acts of war against the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam, the DRVN side will ac-
cept a conference with the 
participation of four delega-
tions, namely the delegation 
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F
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the V

ietnam
 problem
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A

fter the tw
o sides agreed 

on that point, the contents of 
th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 p

riv
ate m

eet-
in

g
s w

ere d
iscu

ssio
n
s ab

o
u
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the date for the U
.S

. cessation  

o
f th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
, th

e d
ate fo

r 
convening the four-party con-
ference in P

aris, and the w
ay 

to put the agreem
ent in w

rit-
ten docum

ents. 
T

h
e D

R
V

N
 sid

e rep
eated

 
its d

em
an

d
 fo

r th
e u

n
co

n
d
i-

tional cessation of U
.S

. bom
-

bardm
ents and asked to put it 

dow
n in the m

inutes. 
T

h
e U

.S
. sid

e reiterated
 

that the U
.S

. cessation of the 
bom

bing w
as unconditional. 

A
t th

e p
riv

ate m
eetin

g
 o

n
  

O
ct. 2
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9
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m
b
assad

o
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H
arrim

an
 said

: "W
e reco

g
-

n
ize y

o
u
r statem

en
t ab

o
u
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`no condition.' T
herefore, w

e 
are quite ready to assure you 
th

a
t, in

 a
n
y
 sta

te
m

e
n
t o

n
 

th
e cessatio

n
 o

f th
e b

o
m

b
-

ing, the U
.S

. G
overnm
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ill 

n
o
t refer to

 an
y
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rd
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as the w

ord `conditional.' " 
H

ow
ever, the U

.S
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 p
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in
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t d
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e d
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b
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e d
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 d
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b
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e b
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O
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riv

ate m
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e n
ig

h
t o

f O
ct: 3

0
-

31, 1968, A
m

bassador H
arri-

m
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p
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ith
 a m
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u
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 to
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th
at th
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en
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e early
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e-
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ashington 
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b
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T
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P
resid

en
t w

ill m
ak

e an
 an

-
nouncem

ent of this action at 
a
b
o
u
t th
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c
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m
akes the announcem

ent. 
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h
e m
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p
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ill not be held 

before N
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e w
ill be in 

to
u
ch

 w
ith
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u
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n
 th
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act 
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 b
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W
ednesday, N

ov. 6. 
"T
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o
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e b
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n
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concluded: 
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s b
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 D
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G
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ent and those of the 
U

.S
. G

o
v
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m
en

t in
 P

aris, 
w
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e b
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 d
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at th
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n
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b-
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e D
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o
cratic R
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w
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eet-
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g
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o

u
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at 
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tates w
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 b
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e b
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e 

b
o
m

b
in

g
 w

as w
ith

o
u
t an

y
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U
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d
m

b
in

g
 th

ere 
w

ill b
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at th
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tion of the bom
bing of N

orth 
V

ietnam
 is 'unconditional.' 
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 p
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U
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tak

e p
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e D
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o
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ep

u
b
lic o

f V
ietn
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say
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at th
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o
u
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 V
ietn
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N
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w
ould participate in it. T

hus, 
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e p
articip
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ts o

f th
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n
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e D
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o
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R
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u
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a
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n
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e
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U
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a
re

 w
h
a
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e
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a
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e
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M
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o
w
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e p
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p
o
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o
u
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w
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e 
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n
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o
n
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n
o
w

, d
u
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g
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ate 
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p
o
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p
o
n
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b
u
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o

u
 ch
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g
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 y

o
u
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the changes com
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 your 
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o

w
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n
, y

o
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should act in accordance w

ith 
w

hat have been agreed upon. 
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ecessary
 to
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w

e h
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m
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 P
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u
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t an

d
 g

o
o

d
w
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y
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v
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m
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T

h
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in

g
 is req

u
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m
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o
u
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e so

 th
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u
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n
s c

a
n
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p
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. W
e ex

p
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you w
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