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Reds Claim 
A Nixon Flip 

PARIS — (UPI) — North Vietnam said yester-
day that President Nixon offered secretly to resume 
negotiations at the stalled Paris peace talks, but took 
back his offer after Hanoi had accepted it. 

A statement issued by the 
Hanoi delegation to the talks 
said Nixon's offer was "ob-
viously a trickery designed 
to appease opinion both in 
America and the world in-
dignant over the Nixon Ad-
ministration's blocking o f 
the Vietnam negotiations." 

The statement acknowl-
edged Hanoi received a 
private message AWL 
from the U.S. delegation of-
fering to resume the confer-
ence last Thursday. Nixon 
had . ordered the 30- 
month-old talks suspended 
on March 23 on-igrounds the 
Communist side was using 
them mainly as a propagan-
da forum." 

Second Message 

The north Vietnamese re-
sponded favorably on  April 
6 the statement said, but on 
the same day received a 
second American message, 
again through private chan-
nels, canceling the offer. 

The Hanoi statement did  

not make clear if the cancel-
lation came after or before 
the North Vietnamese mes-
sage of acceptance was re-
layed to the American dele-
gation. 

U.S. Ambassador William 
J. Porter disclosed on his re-
turn here Thursday from 
consultations in Washington, 
that Nixon on April  1 had or-
dered that a private mes-
sage offering to resume the 
talks be sent to the commu-
nists. 

Viet Cong Report 

"The only response to this 
overature came in the form 
of a mushroom.ng  invasion 
of the Republic of South 
Vietnam by North Vietnam-
ese troops . . ." Porter said. 

The Viet Cong promptly 
announced it had no knowl-
edge of any secret offer by 
the Unit e d States. The 
North Vietnamese m a i n-
tained silence until the state-
ment yesterday. 


