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members, t o 1 d President 
Nixon in a letter yesterday 
they are "deeply concerned 
over what appears to be a 
major re-escalation of Unit-
ed States involvement in the 
war in Indochina." 

Senators Edmund S. Mus-
Ide (Dem-Me.) and Hubert 
H. Humphrey (Dem-Minn.), 
both candidates for their 
party's presidential nomina-
tion, were amona

b 
 signers of 

the letter which was spon-
sored by a group called 
Members of Congress for 
Peace Through Law. Other 
signers included Senator 
Alan Cranston (Dem-Calif.), 
Senator John Tunney (Dem-
Calif.) and Representative 
Paul McCloskey Jr. (Rep-
Calif.), who has dropped out 
of the Republican race as a 
challenger to Mr. Nixon. 

The letter said news re-
ports indicate that "o u r 
country is now assembling 
in Southeast Asia one of the 
largest air armadas in mili-
tary history . . ." It asked 
the President to inform Con-
gress and the public "of the 
size, purpose and anticipat-
ed costs" of military actions 
now contemplated in Indo-
china. 

President Nixon indicated 
his own desire for independ-
ent assessment of the pros-
pects in the war by sending 
a mission to South Vietnam 
headed by Major General 
Alexander M. Haig, his dep-
uty national security advis-
er. 

White House press secre-
tary Ronald Ziegler said 
Haig will be in the war zone 
about a week for "a special 
assessment of the situation 
there." He will be accompa-
nied by members of the Na- 
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PreSident Nixon on April 1 sent North Vietnam 
an offer to resume the talks in Paris, American offi-
cials said yesterday. The offer, made two days after 
the current Communist military offensive was 
launched, was an attempt 
to halt the intensified war-
fare. 

Ambassador William J. 
Porter said as he disclosed 
the proposal in Paris that 
"the only response came in 
the form of a mushrooming 
invasion of South Vietnam 
by North Vietnamese 
troops." 

Other United States offi-
cials acknowledged, howev-
er, that there was little, if 
any, expectation in Washing-
ton that North Vietnam and 
the Viet Cong would call off 
their offensive in return for 
resuming the Paris talks 
that the U.S. suspended 
March 23. 

STRUGGLE 
Each side is now heavily 

engaged in a struggle for 
public opinion over the col-
lapse of those talks, and are 
fixing responsibility for the 
Communist offensive that 
began seven days later. 

Seventeen senators and 45 
representatives, all Demo-
crats except for four House 
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Before and since March 23 
when the automatic, weekly 
talks were suspended, Por-
ter said, the U.S. has been 
"ready and willing" to talk 
if "there is a real desire to 
negotiate." But, he said, 
"the thought of meetings at 
gunpoint which would also 
waste time is even less ac-
ceptable." 

In Paris, •spokesmen for 
the Viet Cong delegation 
said "we know of no such 
message" as Porter men-
tioned. U.S. officials said the 
message went to North Viet-
nam. 

Nixon administration offi-
cials refused, however, to 
make public the text of the 
message, and provided only 
a characterization of it. 

State Department spokes-
man Robert J. McCloskey 
said the message was "to 
reaffirm to the North Viet-
namese that th e United 
States wanted to return to 
the negotiations and that the 
proper atmosphere for that 
would not be in the face of 
an increased level of mili-
tary activity." 

Reporters asked McClos-
key how he reconciled that 
message with the repeated 
public insistence since the 
Communist offensive began 
that the U.S. would not nego-
tiate "under military pres-
sure." 

Newsmen noted that the 
offensive began on March 
30, South Vietnamese time, 
was under way two days be-
fore President Nixon's se-
cret April 1 message. By 
then, South Vietnamese 
forces had already been 
driven back. 


