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WASHINGTON, April 6 -
Le Duc Tho, a member of the 
North Vietnamese Politburo, 
has sent word to President Nix-
on through a delegation of 
American labor leaders that he 
would like to resume his secret 
peace negotiations with Henry 
A. Kissinger, Congressional 
sources said today. 

The message, given to the 
American union officials dur-
ing their recent trip to Hanoi, 
was apparently the first public 
statement on peace negotia-
tions by Mr. Tho since last 
November, when the secret 
talks broke off between him 
and Mr. Kissinger, the Presi-
dent's-adviser for national se-
curity. 

The labor leaders are David 
Livingston, president of District 
65, Distributive Workers of 
America; Harold Gibbons, vice 
president of the Teamsters 
Union, and Clifton Caldwell, 
vice president of the Amalgam-
ated Meat Cutters and Butchers. 
They met with Mr. Kissinger 
for more than an hour last Fri-
day to report on their talks 
with Mr. Tho. 

Today the labor leaders tes-
tified in a closed meeting of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. 
Questioned today about reports 

circulating among other Wash-
ington sources, Congressional 
sources confirmed the new of- 
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fir of peace talks. The reports 
slid not originate with the For-
eign Relations Committee, but 
with non-Congressional sources. 

Senator J. W. Fulbright, 
chairman of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, said after to-
day's testimony that the com-
mittee had heard reports be-
fore that the North Vietnamese 
'Were disturbed by the breaking 
off' of the secret talks in Paris. 
He said that the testimony by 
the labor leaders confirmed 
;these reports. 

However, experts on Capitol 
Hill expressed skepticism about 
the seriousness of Mr. Tho's 
offer to resume the secret 
peace talks with Mr. Kissinger. 
They asserted that if the Corn-
/iiunist leaders were really try-
ing to resume these negotia-

-.tions, he would have used a 
snore official and private 'chan-
-nel of communication than the 
labor delegation. 

The labor leaders did not me 
-tion the offer by. Mr. Tho to 
resume peace negotiations when 

'they were being questioned by 
the press outside of the com-
mittee room today. The union 
officials did say, however, that 

r. Tho had urged them spe-
ifically to relay the substance 
f his comments to President 
ixon and Mr. Kissinger. 
The union officials reported 

hat in the course of a two-
nd-a-half-hour interview, Mr. 
ho declared that his Govern-
ent had no desire to "humili-

te" the United States and was 
Ming to negotiate a "peace 
ith honor for America." 
The basic proposal for peace 

ut forward by Mr. Tho in his 
'.lks with the Americans fol-
l.wed essentially the two cen-
t al demands Hanoi has made 

r some time: the United 
tates must set a firm date for 

t e withdrawal of all of its 
f rces from South Vietnam and 
t at the Thieu Government mu 
e replaced by a "neutral co-

a ition" in Saigon. 
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