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Tire 1600 filissing 

POW Families in 61 C, Rites 
By James A. Finefrock 

Sixteen hundred men 
trapped, in a mine shaft or 
imperiled by radiation from 
a leaky nuclear reactor 
would become a news story 
of monumental proportions. 

But the families of 1600 
men who are missing in ac-
tion or prisoners of war in 
Indochina a r e having a 
tough fight to publicize the 
plight of their fathers and 
husbands. 

This was evident from the 
small turnout at a commem-
orative service yesterday 
marldng the eighth anniver- 
sary of the first American . 

reported missing in Viet-
nam. 

About 200 people gathered 
at the Golden Gate Bridge to 
watch a state-by-state roll 
call of the missing and im-
prisoned. 

Sponsored by the National 
League of Families of 
POW /MIA, the ceremony 
was the final event of a na-
tional Week of Concern. 

The service was held in 
the shadow of the bridge, 
1VIrs. IVIaerose Evans said, in 
the hope that the br i d g e 
would become a symbol of 
concern. 

"It is the last thing many 

of these men saw when they 
went overseas, and, hopeful-
ly, the first thing they will 
see when they return." 

People at home forget 
there is still a war going on, 
said Mrs. Julie Butler, an-
other POW wife, but it is 
very real to those held cap-
tive. 

"The prisoners don't know 
what's going on in the out-
side world," she said 

Mrs. Butler has written to 
her husband.  Ca pt William.  
Butler, a prisoner for over 
four years, at least once ev-
ery month. She never knows 
whether her letters reach 
him. 

MRS. JULIE BUTLER, A POW WIFE 
She writes, but do letters reach her husband? 
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