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Dr. George Wald talked with POW Commander alter E. Wilber 

2 POWs' Dim View 

Of Peace Eff • its 
Washington 

Two U.S. prisoners of war in 
Hanoi have been quoted as saying 
they have little hope that President 
Nixon's eight-point peace plan and 
China trip will lead to their release. 

Nor do they believe that Mr. Nix-
on's steps are likely to bring peace. 

The statements were attributed 
to Navy Lieutenant Commander 
David Wesley Hoffman of San Diego 
and Commander Walter Eugene 
Wilber of Columbia Crossroads, Pa. 

Dr. Wald, a Nobel Prize winning 
biologist, said the officers expressed 
those views in a tape-recorded inter-
view with him last February 19 dur-
ing his visit to Hanoi. 

PRESTIGE 

"Of course, a presidential visit to 
Peking doesn't look like it's any way 
to stop the war," Wilber said in the 
interview. "It looks like a spectacu-
lar move to increase his prestige for 
the American people, for the presi-
dential election." 

Wald asked Wilber if he knew of 
Mr. Nixon's latest peace proposal. 

"Yes, I've heard about that," re-
plied Wilber, a prisoner since 1968. 
"Here again the wording in the 
eight-point program doesn't look 
sincere to me. It looks like it misses 
the point — to end the war is not in 
there." 
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Lieutenant Commander David Hoffman met with Dr. Wald 
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