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FEB 8 1972 

Cut Off Saigon 
 	SFExarnrner 

McGovern Plc 
To Free POW s 

By Morton Kondracke 

WASHINGTON — (CST) 
— Sen. George S. McGovern 
D-S.D.) is proposing that 
the United States cut off mil-
itary and political support 
from the present govern-
ment of South Vietnam. a 
move he said would lead to 
the resignation of President 
Nguyen Van Thieu and the 
return of American prison-
ers of war. 

Responding to a series of 
weekend interviews by 
North Vietnam's chief nego-
tiatior in Paris. Xua.n 'Amy. 
McGovern said that Presi-
dent Nixon should imme-
diately announce: 

• "That we are w i t h-
drawing all American forces 
from Indochina. that we are 
ending all aerial bombard-
ment of Indochina and that 
we are ending all military 
assistance to the Thieu gov-
ernment as of May 1 of this 
year . . ." 

• That "President Thieu 
has no claim to legitimacy 
in South Vietnam and that 
we do not recognize him 
as the legitimate leader of 
that country. 

• That the United States 
expects North Vietnam to 
I ive up to international 
agreements and return 
American POWs "after the 
cessation of hostilities." 

Prisoner Release 
With American military 

aid and political support 
withdrawn. McGovern said, 
"President Thieu would ,un-
questionalby resign — in 
fact. he told me that when I 
met with him last Septem-
ber. 

"The conditions under 
which the North Vietnamese 
have assured us the pris-
oners would be released 
would then exist." 

An American who inter-
viewed Xuan Thuy and other 
Communist negotiators in 
Paris last Saturday, Richard 
J. Barnet, said he thought 
that McGovern's new pro-
posals would be acceptable 
to North Vietnam and lead 
to the return of the POWs. 

Barnet acknowledged that 
North Vietnam has "raised 
the ante." but denied admin-
istration claims that Hanoi 
is demanding that the Unit-
ed States set up machinery 
making it inevitable that the 
Communists will control Sai-
gon. 

"Of course. they want and 
expect to take over." Barnet 
said at a press conference 
here. "but they do not ex-
pect the United States to 
hand it over to them. They  

just want the U ited States 
to get out of the -ay." 

'Lost a Ch nee' 
According o Barnet, 

McGovern a n d Thuy, it 
would have been ossible be-
fore the one-ma presiden-
tial election Oct. 3 in South 
Vietnam f or t le United 
S Cates to get its 'OWs back 
by setting a dean ine to full 
military withdra val 1 Om 
Indochina. 

McGovern cha .ged th?,1 
"the administrati n- lost the 
chance for neg tiation of 
that simple exch nge. The 
North Vietnames position 
was based on th premise 
that if we had se' the dead-
line before last Oct obe r. 
President Thieu ould not ; 
have been elected. 

"That condition no longer 
applies. Hence. th-y seek a 
return to the cond dons that 
prevailed before that bla-
tantly fraudulent e ction." 

McGovern has ong held 
North Vietnam wo Id accept 
a withdrawal-for prisoners 
trade. The admi nstration 
has contended th t such a 
trade was never possible, 
and that Hanoi ha• from the 
outset sought a fav irable po-
litical settlement in South 
Vietnam as the p ice for a 
prisoner return. 

Red Takeo er 
The contents of a settle-

ment acceptable o Hanoi 
are now subject t dispute 
between McGovern and the 
administration. 

Presidential adv set Hen-
ry A. Kissinger a d Secre-
tary of State Wi liam P. 
Rogers said Hanoi was de-
manding the overt rning of 
Thieu and installa 'on of a 
caretaker governn ent that 
would Virtm-i'ly assure a 
Communist takeov r. 

McGovern said that lie 
would not accept s ich a so-
lution and did no believe 
that his own plan involved 
such a conclusion. 

"If Mr. Thuy. is suggesting 
that we must dis ose Mr. 
Thieu and replace m with 
someone else. the I disa-
gree with his positio for the 
same reason that I reject 
Mr. Nixon's view hat we 
must continue indef nitely to 
prop up that corru,  t. dicta-
torial regime in Sai on." 


