VIETCONG PRESENT
REVISED PROPOSAL
AT TALKS IN PARIS

New Version of Peace Offer
Does Not Directly Call on
U.S. to Remove Thieu

BASIC DEMANDS STAND
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Plan Says Saigon President

Must Quit, Then a Parley
on Coalition Can Begin
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PARIS, Feb. 3 — The Viet-
cong presented at the peace
talks here today a revised ver-
jsion of their seven-point peace
jplan of last July that appeared
more conciliatory to the pres-
ent South Vietnamese Govern-
ment.

Acting  with North Viet-
namese support, they called
for the immediate resignation
of President Nguyen Van Thieu
and said they would then enter

Excerpts jrom Vietcong plan
are printed on Page 4.

into negotiations with the Sai-
gon administration if it changed
what they described as its poli-
cy of waging war and repres-
sion.

The United States was not
directly asked to oust the South
Vietnamese President as in the
past, nor did the revised plan
repeat the earlier demand for a
new administration in Saigon.
However, the Vietcong reiterat-
ed their basic demands for total
and unconditional American
withdrawal and said the United
States should set “a precise
date.”

U.S. Plan Rejected

At the same time the eight-
point American peace proposs
al, which was advanced in a
secret message to the North
Vietnamese last Oct. 11 and
disclosed by President Nixon
Jan. 25, was called “unaccept-
able for all persons of con-
|science devoted to independ-
ence, freedom and peace.” The
statement was made by Xuan
Thuy, the North Vietnamese
delegate.

As described by President
Nixon, the United States po-
sition is that there would be
an American withdrawal and a
new South Vietnamese presi-
dential election six months aft-
er an agreement on ending the
war. Under the plan President
Thieu would resign one month
before such an election.

The allied reaction to tne re-
vised Vietcong plan seemed
somewhat uncoordinated. The
South Vietnamese rejected it.
The Americans appeared more
cautious. During today’s ses-
sion William J. Porter, the Unit-
ed States delegate, asked nu-
merous questions of the Com-
munists but received no direct
replies.

Stephen Ledogar, the Ameri-
can delegation’s press spokes-
man, commented:
| “They kept telling us to study
‘this new initiative. There is
nothing to study, not until we
‘have some idea of what, if any-
thing, it means. On the face of
it, it means nothing.”

Later Mr. Ledogar made it
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Vietnamization of the war” and
to prolong the war itself.

“Such a plan is, of course,
unacceptable for all persons of
conscience devoted to independ-
ence, freedom and peace,”
Mr. Thuy declared.

Broadcast From Hanoi

The revised Vietcong pro-
posals were made public in a
statement broadcast from Ha-
noi last night and presented
here today by Nguyen Van
Tien, the chief Vietcong dele-
gate. Ly Van San, the Viet-
cong delegation’s spokesman,
described as new the plan’s
call for “a precise date for the
complete  withdrawal from
South Vietnam of all troops,
military advisers and person-
nel, arms, war equipment of
the United States and of other
foreign countries in the Ameri-
can camp without putting any
condition whatever.”

He said that previously his
side had proposed a withdrawal
date for the United States to

accept. It was recalled, how-
ever, that |the Vietcong had
usually accompanied such a
proposal with the suggestion
that if it was not acceptable
the United States should sug-
gest a “reasonable” date of its
OWn.
The Americans saw a hard-
ening of the Communist posi-
tion in that jt made no mention
of a cease-fire, as the original
Vietcong plan did in its first
point or the nine-point North
Vietnamese | plan did in its
seventh point. Today’s formula-
tion also did not specify paral-
iel liberation of prisoners as
troops were| withdrawn, which
previous prdposals have speci-
fied.
The point jon a political solu-
tion differs | markedly in lan-
guage from [previous plans.
The original Vietcong plan
had envisaged a ‘“new admin-
istration favioring peace, inde-
pendence, neutrality and demo-
cracy” with which the so-called
Provisional Revolutionary Gov-

ernment would negotiate to for
a coalition.

The new proposal, in addi-
tion to calling for the resigna-
tion of Mr. Thieu, says the
Saigon administration must end
“its bellicose policy, abolish its
apparatus of repression and
coercion against the population,
put an end to the policy of
pacficiation, dissolve the con-
centration camps, liberate per-
sons arrested for political rea-
sons and guarantee the demo-
cratic freedoms stipulated by
the 1954 Geneva accords on
Vietnam.”

The chief Vietcong delegate,
Mr. Tien, said when he emerged
from the conference hall that
“if the United States and Saigo
delegates have goodwill,” they
would find “new elements” in
the revised plan.

Nguyen Trieu Dan, Saigon’s
spokesman, said, “What the
Communists want is the de-
struction of the legality and the
legitimacy of the regime in the
person of President Thieu.”



