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Merry=-Go=-Round
Hanoi’s Price

For Freeing POWs

"r HOSE familiar with the details of Hen-
ry Kissinger's secret negotiations to
end the Vietnam War have reached one
dismaying conelusion,

They are convince that the 460 Aneri-
can prisoners, known to be in Communist
custody in Vietnam. are being heid for
ransom and won’t be released until the
tull political price is paid. The price: To-
tal. unconditional withdrawal of American
forces from Vietnam.

Here's what President Nixon is doing,
meanwhile, about the prisoners:

e He has made overtures to Hanoi
through every possible channel to find out
who is being held and to negotiate for
thelr release. Approaches have been made
through diplomats, Red Cross officials,
Swiss bankers, (rade representatives,
newsmen and anti-war groups.

o Every American, who is known to be
going to Hanoi, is asked to inquire about
the prisoners. He is furnished with Ha-
nol’'s November 1970 POW list, is encour-
aged lo seek interviews with the prisoners
and is asked to bring out POW mail.

® A special. secrel effort has been
made to find out what has happened to
U.S. pilots and CIA soidiers who have
been lost in Laos. Visitors to Hanoi are
urged to drop by the Lao Popular Front’s
information office in Hanoi and try to
pump some prisoner information out of

Jack Anderson
Phau Phimpachanh, the Pathet Lao
spokesmai.
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