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L.I. Wife of a War Prisoner 
Continues 75-Month Vigil 

By JOSEPH LELYVELD 
Special to The New York Thttes 

BAY SHORE, L. I., Jan. 9 
Think back to September, 
1965: The Pope was planning 
to visit New York, where a 
eRpublican named Lindsay 
was running for Mayor, and 
"The Making of the President 
1964" was first on the best-
seller list. 

Though 75 months have in-
tervened, Eileen Cormier has 
no trouble summoning back 
that September. It was then 
that her husband, an Air 
Force sergeant, left her here 
with their four preschool 
children and went off to his 

, second tour of duty in Viet- 
nani. 

Arthar Cormier had beco-
mem/hat the Air Force calls a 

,i  ', 'pars-rescuer'' so he could 
take part in the retrieval of 
space capsules. In wartime  
,t1.1,at military specialty meant 
he was supposed to para-
ichute on land or sea to res-
cue downed airmen, even if 

tt meant jumping into enemy 
erritory. 

t`' He told his father-in-law 
tiat he would be lucky if he 
I . ted six months. In fact, he 

i wl,as taken prisoner in North 
Vi tnam after his tour of 
dt y began. 

even Christmases have 
no\ passed and later this 
mb, th, in bitter solitude, 
Mrs, Cormier will mark her 
ieve th wedding anniversary 
since ' her husband was cap-
tured they have had only 
five t'pgether. 

Kevin, an infant when his 
father deft, is now a second-
grader. Sean, the oldest child \ 
and tht. only one with vivid 
xnemori,  s of his father, is in 
junior h h school. 

"The e ildren have always 
been the only ones in, school 
Whose .,fc her was in Viet-
nam," sak Mrs, Cormier, who '  

long agb t bandoned her last 
shred of hkelief that the pro-
longation Of the war and her 

any useful t rpose. 
husband's Vention served 

Tellsli of Vow 
"I mean, Onose father goes 

to Vietnam? 'they ask, 'Why 
did he go?' ArV I say, 'That's 
what I'd like tt) know.' Once 
they asked, 'Him come you 
have adather ar ' we.don't?' " ,?,6  

SIT ; hag - ric c .tl sin said 
elilher 4.1 r sons will 

e in the arrmed forces. 

weeks 	bing raids 
When she , red , Christmas 

 bf new bo  
over. North Vietnatn and new 
American,' prisone rs taken 

„there;; she was riot  really 
surprised or shockedl because, 
she said, "Nothing Mocks me 
anymore." 

But she couldn't h1p think-k  
ng that some of th airmen 

now must ha ie been 
high school when her hus-

band was captured ("in high 
school, for God's sake!" And 
she couldn't help wondering, 
she said, "Those people who 
get shot down today, IA There 
were they yesterday? Wlio in 
his right mind would fly 
those planes? I mean, (Vont 
we learn anything?" 

Mrs. Cormier can remem-
ber an especially bleak mo-
ment in 1965 when she ckas-
pairingly told a friend that 
her husband would be golle 
for eight years. "Oh noo 
Eileen," the friend said, 

"they'll never let it las; that 
long." 

Now she hopes her predic-
tion was correct. "It will 
mean I only have a year to 
go," she said. But for her own 
emotional stability and that 
of her children, she has 
learned to guard against her 
hopes and to live her life as 
if no change could be ex-
pected soon. 

She is in her seventh year 
as librarian at the Connet- 
quot Elementary School in 
nearby Islip Terrace. It was 
her husband's idea, she said, 
that she return to , teaching 
during his absence. 'Now she 
thinks it was 'an inspired 
idea, for she found salvation 
of a kind ' in the fact that 
there was some place she 
had to go the Monday morn- . 

ing after she received her 
first telegram from the Pen-
tagon, saying he was missing 
in action. 

A year after he was cap-
tured, she went back to school 
to earn a master's degree. 
The next year she bought a 
house. 

Only later did she become 
active in organized activities 
on behalf of the prisoners. 
Most of the wives live near 
military installations. In the 
metropolitan area, there are 
only five whose husbands are 
known prisoners; of those, 
Sergeant Cormier has been 
held the longest. 

For more tha.n a year she 
served on the board of the 
National League of Families 
of American Prisoners and 
Missing in Southeast Asia, 
which meant she was invited 
to regular meetings with 
Henry A. Kissinger, Preslient 
Nixon's national security ad-
viser. 

As "a note of protest," 
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