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FGOVERit BIDS U.S. 
SET PULtOUT DATE 

He Is Convinced Freeing 

of Prisoners Would Follow 

By JOHN . FINNEY 
Special to The kw roris Times 

WASHINGTQN, Jan. 8—Sen- 
ator Georie McGovern7 	said 
today that a conversation he 
had this week wit ha North 
Vietnamese representative at 
the Paris peace talks had con-
vinced him that American 
prisoners of war would be re-
leased if the United States set 
a definite date for ending, all 
military Operations in Indo-
china. 

The Soth Dakota DemoCrat, 
an announced Presidential can-
didate, disclosed at a news 
conference that he had a tele-
phone conversation on Monday 
with Xuan Qanh, secretary of 
the North Vietnamese delega-
tion, in an aterript to clarify 
conditions for releasing the 
prisoners. 

On the basis Of 'the conver-
sation, Senator McGovern said, 
he has come to the conclusion 
that a firm withdrawal date 
combined with an end to bomb-
ing would implicitly meet a  

second condition for release of 
the prisoners—that the United 
States end its support of South 
Vietnamese Government of 
President Nguyen Van Thieu. 

Senator McGovern called the 
news conference to rene his 
suggestion that President, 	on 
test the North Vietname and 
Vietcong intentions by o ring 
a firm date of June 1 forffivith-
drawing all american inflitary 
forces from Indochina. 

Noting that the Administra-
tion has acknowledged that 
such a proposal had never been 
specifically presented to the 
other side, he said: "There is 
nothing to ose 	will- 
ing, much to gain in putting 
that proposal to an actual test." 

The McGovern telephone con-
versation was held the day 
after President Nixon, in a tele-
vison interview, stated that the 
approach of a withdrawal dee* 
line 'bad, been discussed at 
van's roes roes at the Paris talks 
bu 	the other side had 
"t 	rejected" such an ap 
proac 

The conversation took place 
before a McGovern press con-
ference on Monday at which he 
accused the President of de-
ceiVing the American public by 
suggesting that negotiators had 
rejected a proposal to release 
the prisoners in return for a 
fixed withdrawal date by the 
United States. It was only in 
response to reporters' ques-
tions that Senator McGovern 
today disclosed his recent con-1 
tact with the North Vietnamese' 
representatives. 

On Thursday on Paris, the 
North Vietnamese and Vietcong 
delegations seemed to bear out 
Mr. Nixon's position by stating 
that a withdrawal deadline and 
end of support of the Thieu 
Government — two principal 
points in a proposal offered last 
July—were cloSely linked con- _  

ditions for "release of tne pri-
soners of war. 

Senator McGovern cknowl-
edged that the insepar bility of 
the two conditions ap eared to 

liave hardened—a dev lopment 
le ascribed to the rece t Amer-
ican bombing of NO h Viet-
nam. But he continue to con-
tend, on the basis of his con- 
versations, that a fi 	Ameri- 
can withdrawal date ould in-
evitably lead to the to' piing of 
the Thieu regime and hus sat-
isfy the second Comm '1st con-
dition. 

Senator McGovern said he 
had talked with Mr. • anh on 
Monday in an attempt to "clar-
ify" the Communist po ition by 
asking if there were a y "new 
conditions" for releas of the 

- prisoners. 
`What came aoross,' he said, 

"was confirmati of she same 
thing they said! last Septem-
ber," when the,  Genato said he 
was told that a fiXed Timetable 
for withdrawal of all' '.merican 
forces'would lend to a accom-
panying phased rel ase of 
American prisoners. 

In Monday's con -rsation, 
the Senator eitid, "i asked, 
what about our Amp° for the 
Thieu Government? ouldn't 
you agree that if we s t a date 
for withdrawal, Gener: Thieu 
would quickly resign? 

"They replied that as their 
best judgment." 

"Of course,—  the Senator 
said, "They Would li 	us to 
state publicly that e are 
Ihrough with Genera Thieu. 
But. I am not absolut ly posi-
tive they will insist on that 
second point or not. 

think they will, .ublicly. 
But,  if we ente into negotia-

he first Point, my own 
ju 	is that the est will 
be 


