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MR. NIXON'S more rabid critics are 
calling him a liar for saying that North 
Vietnam has made it clear that it will not 
release U.S. POWs in exchange for the 
mere setting of a date of total U.S. with-
drawal. As much as I would like to see the 
President call the Communists' public 
bluff, those intimately involved in the se-
cret diplomacy say the President is level-
ing with the public on this point. 

They say Hanoi insists that before the 
POWs are released the United States must 
agree to a new government in Saigon that 
meets the total approval of the Commu-
nists. Mr. Nixon has decided. on a total 
U.S. military withdrawal which will leave 
the grave risk of an early Communist mili-
tary takeover, but he refuses steadfastly 
to become party to the ouster of the cur-
rent Saigon regime and its replacement 
with a pro-Communist clique. 

So President Nixon has confided to inti-
mates that he just doesn't know how to get 
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POW Plight Agoniz s Nixon 
WASHINGTON—One sure thing you 

know after you've been in this town as 
government official and newspaperman: 
no President, of any party, is going to tell 
the public the whole truth about what 
makes him lie awake nights. 

Richard M. Nixon came very close to it 
in his CBS television interview with Dan 
Rather when he sort of agonized in public 
about his inability to get U.S. prisoners of 
war returned.  
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