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WASHINGTON, Jan. 3—Pres-
ident Nixon has now offered
the outline of his plans for a
fourth year of withdrawals from
Vietnam, still leaving the end
in doubt because he is buying
time to strengthen Saigon’s
forces and to improve the anti-
Communist positions in Laos
and Cambodia.

Mr. Nixon inti-
mated clearly that
South Vietnam was
not yet secure
enough to offer an
early deadline for
total American withdrawal in
exchange for American prison-
ers. But he said Hanoi “will
have a chance to answer” such
la proposition “when we come
‘down to the end, as far as our
own involvement in Vietnam is
concerned.”
| That implied a firm offer next
'sumrher, or later, to pull out
lall American troops and to stop
lall air activity in Indochina in
return for the release of the
prisoners. The effective date of
the deal, even if accepted
promptly, would thus be later
this year at the earliest. It is a
scenario that allows at least
nine more months, and perhaps
a much longer time, for peri-
odic bombings of North Viet-|
nam and heavy air support for|
allied forces in the rest of Indo-|
china.
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