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1962—

W
e w

ere such new
lyw

eds w
e 

co
u
n
ted

 C
h
ristm

as d
ay

 as o
u
r fo

u
r-

m
onth anniversary. M

y husband had 
just begun M

edical S
chool. W

e didn't 
buy a tree (saving m

oney) until at ten
•

th
at n

ig
h
t. W

e m
ad

e m
u
ch

 o
f trim

-
m

ing, then adm
itted that w

e m
issed 

our big fam
ily celebrations. T

he sleet 
turned to snow

. B
y early m

orning w
e 

w
ere on our w

ay to our parents' house. 
* 	

* 	
* 

1963—
S

o w
onderful. O

ur daughter 
born on C

hristm
as D

ay. A
 m

onth ear-
lier, Jack K

ennedy had died. F
eeling 

m
y child stir w

ithin m
e that N

ovem
-

ber afternoon, I feared for her. 
* 	

,* 
1964—

A
 glory brought to us by our 

child. F
rom

 now
 on birthday cake be- 

cam
e th

e d
essert fo

r o
u
r C

h
ristm

as 
dinner. 

* 
1965—

O
ur daughter at 2 still played 

w
ith the boxes m

ore than the' toys. I 
becam

e a full-tim
e w

ife and m
other. 

In a few
 m

onths m
y husband 'w

ould 
finish school, and enter his profession. 

* 	
* 	

* 
1966—

W
e sw

am
 on C

hristirias D
ay. 

M
y husband W

as doing an internship 
at T

ripler A
rm

y H
ospital in. H

onolulu. 
M

y
 h

u
sb

an
d
 m

ad
e h

is ro
u
n
d
s th

at 
m

o
rn

in
g
 at th

e h
o
sp

ital—
so

 m
an

y
 

w
o
u
n
d
ed

 m
en

. T
h
e n

ex
t m

o
n
th

 h
e 

volunteered for duty in V
ietnain. 

* 	
* 	

* 
1
9
6
7
—

E
x
p
lain

 to
 a ch

ild
 o

n
 h

er 
fourth w

hat m
issing in action m

eans. 
S

he rem
inds m

e: "D
addy said he w

on't 
be hom

e w
hen I get four, but he prom

- 

ised to be back w
hen I get five.. " I w

as 
carrying our second: -child... 

1968—
T

he w
aiting.. G

ratitude for 
sure know

ledge: that- he W
as alive; 

constant fear for his survival. O
ur son 

at nine m
onths could not w

alk.: said 
to the children, "M

aybe next ,year: w
e 

w
ill be together again." 

1969—
A

n airplane flying to M
IS

; 
96 children and 45 w

ives and M
others 

sent by R
oss P

erot to plead lor, our 
m

en. T
he N

orth V
ietnam

ese told us to 
tell our_ children that their ,fathers _ 
W

ere crim
inals. 

 
* 	

* 	
* 

1970—
B

eginnings of disillusion-
m

ent. P
ublic concern ineffective, C

on-
g
ress ap

ath
etic. T

h
e S

o
n
tay

 raid
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t m

e to
' a lo

W
.  pO

int. S
om

e 
troops w

ere being w
ithdraw

n, but m
y  

h
u
sb

an
d
 w

as n
o
t h

o
m

e. H
is ag

o
n
y
 

w
as being used Ito prolong the w

ar; 
*
 	

*
 

1971—
I havebeen m

arried for ten 
'C

hristm
ases. T

his is the fifth year of 
_separation. T

he 'W
ords choke m

e. O
ur 

C
hristm

as child does hot m
ake any 

p
red

ictio
n
s fo

r h
er n

in
th

 b
irth

d
ay

. 
W

ithdraw
n. W

inding dow
n. V

ietnam
i-

-X
ation. M

eaningless phrases. M
ust 

have an end to this w
ar. I see no end. 

I cannot rejoice in the birth of the son 
of G

od. M
y son has no father. 

-- T
his C

hristm
as D

ay w
e celebrate 

th
e b

irth
. o

f . a so
n
 . to

 M
ary

, T
h
is

-
C

hristm
as D

ay-  S
eine ether m

other's 
son w

ill die in V
ietnam

. T
hat death 

tak
es aw

ay
 all th

at w
as tau

g
h
t b

y
 

C
hrist's birth. 

V
alerie M

. K
u

sh
n

er' is th
e w

ifeA
of an

 
A

nierican "iniskirig 'in action." 


