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Tougher U.S. Line, in P6'ace 

77--RY rInGER 
Special to The New York Times 

P kR3S. Nov. 31 — A new 
"- -,Tican policy has been evi-
dent at the Vietnam peace talks 
*ice the arrival o* William J. 
Porter two months ago as 
lhief United States negotiator. 

Mr. Porter, a mild-looking 
57-year-old diplomat with long 
eLmerience in the Arab and 
Asian worlds, hats decided that 

the Communists 
have been appeal- 

News ing to public opin- 
ion  ion with tc-* much 
impunity and that 
it is time to s tart 

hitting back. The new tactics 
began after the first session h'e 
attended, on Sept. 9, and,not a' 
session has passed since with-1  
out the tough new approach 
being evident in Mr. Porter's:  
remarks. 

Mr, Porter has begun to en-
'iage in some propaganda work 
of his own, M the strict dic-
tionary sense of the term—
the spread of ideas and infor-
mation to further a cause or 
to hurt someone else's cause. 

In his previous post as Am-
bassador to South Korea, he 
had to deal on occasion with the 
North Koreans at Panmunjom. 
Here in Paris Mr. Porter is un-
derstood to have analyzed the 
peace talks up to now as a vain 
effort by the United States to 
engage in negotiation with a 
side bent on using the confer-
ence as a propaganda forum by 
which to impose a one-sided 
solution. 

U.S. Pullout Demanded 
That solution was, and still 

is, -to have the United States 
withdraw totally and unilater-
ally from South Vietnam, cease 
the Vietnamization program by 
which it reinforces the Saigon 
adniinistration and get rid of 
that regime altogether. 

In the American view, Mr. 
Porter's predecessors, Henry 
Cabot Lodge and David K. E. 
Druce, • stuck strictly to the 
negotiating issues, asked for 
reasonableness on the other 
side and tried to avoid polemics 
as much as Possible. 

Mr. Porter on the other hand 
has been deliberately provoca-
tive. He came here with the 
thesis that the Communists did 
not have the political or mili-
tary strength with which to 
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back up their position ana that 
this • point ought to be gotten 
across both to them and public 
opinion. 

The effort to deflate Com-
munist claims involved on Mr. 
Porter's part an awareness of 
the importance of face to the 
Oriental mind. He has been 
heard to say, "I atit never un-
kind casually," meaning that his 
arows have been aimed with 
their possible effect on Com-
munist face in mind. 

He was said to feel that the 
effort to be reasonable left a 
lot of things unsaid that ought 
to be said so far as the official 
American position was con-
cerned. 

Washington officials are re-
ported to be delighted with the 

i new approach, feeling that it 
has given a dynamic quality to 
the American performance that 
was. ,missing under Mr. Bruce. 
Both here and in Washington 
there is a feeling that tough-
ne,ss is' justified by what the 
Americans view as the relative-
ly improved political and mili-
tary situation in South:Vietnam. 

At his first negotiating ses-
sion on Sept. 9, Mr. Porter said 
his arrival provided an oppor-
tunity to make progress and 
asked the other side to agree 
to restricted sessions to get 
away from "a weekly press 
polemic." When the Communist 
refused, he adopted a new tone 
in subsequent sessions. 

On Sept. 16, in the face of 
the Communist refusal to ans-
wer questions about their pro-
posals, he said: "If you attempt 
as usual to evade answering 

Dynamic Steps Said 
toBeReaping ains 

by handing out more onsenbt r 
about how yozr sev n points 
speak for themselves, 1 t me as-
sure you that you wil get no-
where unless you al er your 
tactics." 

On Sept. 30 he sai : "When 
you declare t 	the United 
States 'must' d a this r 'must' 
do that, you' apparen ly.  over-
look the fact that you military 
position is unimpress ve." He 
said that the Communist forces1  
did not hold a singl district 
or provincial capital and "in 
such circumstances yo r use of 
peremptory language seems 
rather pretentious." 

On Oct. 14 he told she other 
side: "Your military to tics hin-
dered your political progress 
until today your politi,  al influ- 
ence in South Vietn. 	like 
your military positio at an 
all-time low. You kno this to 
be true." 

On Oct. 28 he said: 'It is in-
teresting to have in• ications 
from you 'that the Vie namiza-
tion program is develo ing well. 
Every time You declai heated-
ly against that prog am, we 
realize that you find i bother-
some." 

Last week Mr. Po 	called 
the first Communist roposals 
in May, 1969, "a re arkable 
example of agitprop double- 

' ," He said. the various 
p, 	"now add up t. 3'7 but 
thielinportance to da is zero 
beeause you are not ermitted 
to explain or defend t em and 
it is and will remain beyond 
your power to impose em." 

This Week's Session ut Off 
Today's session of t e week-

ly talks, regularly eld on 
Thursday was put o for a 
week because of ob ervance 
here of Armistice D y, com-
memorating the end .f World 
War I. 

On the receiving en of 'Mr. 
Porter's barbs, for mo t of the 
time, have been seco d-string 
Vietcong and North Vi tnamese 
negotiators. But Mr. p  otter is 
understood to be unbot ered by 
the absence of hig ranking 
people across the tabl just so 
long as what he has en say-
ing has been reported back to 
Hanoi and to the. Vietcong. That 
appears to be the case. 

There has been evid•nce not 
only that Mr. Porter's remarks 
have been getting back but that 
he has been getting u der the 
Communist leaders sin. The  

other side has called him an 
arrogant and impudent man 
with "the mentality ot.-a colo-
nialist." The Vietcong radio, 
broadcasting from Cambodia, 
devoted a long broadcast to 
him under the title, "The Policy 
of a Dizzy Man." 

Last week, after Mr. Porter 
called on the Comm unist dele-
gates to get new rtstructions 
to negotiate, they urged him to 
get instructions to deal seriously 
with their proposals. Respond-
ing "seriously" has appeared to 
mean simple acceptance of the 
Communist demands. 

The Americans are under-
stood to be hoping that the re-
ported disarray in Communist 
ranks and the improved posi-
tion of the Saigon Government 
will lead North Vietnam to de-
cide to keep its manpower at 
home on urgent domestic prob-
lems, such as dike repair, and 
not commit' it any longer in 
large numbers to a doubtful 
cause in the South: Hanoi,' it is 
believed, might then allow the 
Vietcong to engage in Ow-
and-take negotiation, something 
that has not happened•in more 
than three years of talking here. 

Porter Hits Back at 
Foe in Paris Parley 
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